
INTRODUCTION
Musical literacy, often perceived as a measure of technical 
skill and theoretical knowledge, holds a much deeper sig-
nificance in cultural education. It acts as a bridge between 
learners and the rich heritage of their communities, offering a 
pathway to understanding historical, philosophical, and aes-
thetic traditions. The Sichuan Guzheng, a traditional plucked 
string instrument, has emerged as a significant cultural arti-
fact in China’s diverse musical landscape (Feldman et al., 
2020; Hou & Seekhunlio, 2023; Zhu & Sornyai, 2024). Its 
unique tonalities and playing techniques reflect the histori-
cal and philosophical depth of the Sichuan region. This study 
explores the integration of Sichuan Guzheng into educational 
frameworks, focusing on how its use not only cultivates tech-
nical proficiency but also enhances cultural awareness among 
learners. By investigating the intersection of musical literacy 
and cultural education, the research aims to shed light on the 
broader implications of using traditional music in contempo-
rary pedagogy (Li, 2024; Yusoff et al., 2023).

The rapid globalization of modern society poses chal-
lenges to preserving cultural heritage as traditional practices 
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face declining interest in favor of more universalized art 
forms and instruments like the Sichuan Guzheng risk of 
being relegated to niche or symbolic roles. The diminishing 
connection between learners and these traditional practices 
highlights the need for a practical educational approach to 
bridge this gap (Prest, 2020; Ullah & Ming Yit Ho, 2021). 
In this regard, musical literacy plays a critical role in con-
necting students to their cultural roots through experiential 
learning. The problem lies in the need for more emphasis 
on integrating traditional Chinese instruments, such as the 
Guzheng, within modern education. This lack of inclusion 
deprives learners of opportunities to engage deeply with 
their heritage, thus undermining efforts to instill cultural 
awareness in the next generation (Huang et al., 2024; Li, 
2023; Xaojun & Jamalludin, 2024).

This study aims to investigate the impact of musical lit-
eracy and the role of Sichuan Guzheng in enhancing cul-
tural awareness among learners. By focusing on Guzheng’s 
pedagogical potential, the research seeks to understand its 
influence on students’ appreciation of cultural diversity and 
identity. The study also examines how musical literacy can 
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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the role of the Sichuan Guzheng, a traditional Chinese plucked string 
instrument, in fostering musical literacy and enhancing cultural awareness among learners. 
Situated in the culturally rich regions of Chengdu and Leshan in Sichuan Province, the research 
employs qualitative methods, including ethnographic fieldwork, semi-structured interviews, and 
content analysis, to explore the Guzheng’s educational and cultural significance. The findings 
demonstrate that learning the Guzheng cultivates technical skills, such as mastering traditional 
tablature, scales, and regional playing techniques while deepening students’ understanding of 
Sichuan’s heritage. Learners gain insights into the Guzheng’s historical evolution, its role in 
festivals, and its philosophical connections to Taoist ideals. Pedagogical strategies, including 
using digital tools and blending traditional and modern repertoires, are highlighted as effective 
means to sustain engagement and relevance in contemporary education. The study underscores 
the Guzheng’s potential as a medium for cultural preservation, emphasizing the need for its 
integration into curricula to bridge the gap between cultural heritage and modern educational 
frameworks. Suggestions for future research include longitudinal studies on the impact of 
traditional music education and interdisciplinary approaches to integrating Guzheng literacy 
with broader academic disciplines. This research provides valuable insights for educators, 
policymakers, and cultural practitioners, advocating a balanced approach to preserving intangible 
cultural heritage in a globalized context.
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be fostered by teaching traditional instruments and evalu-
ates how these approaches contribute to learners’ broader 
understanding of Sichuan’s rich cultural landscape. The 
study provides insights into the educational value of inte-
grating traditional music into contemporary curricula (Fei & 
Pattananon, 2022; Ho, 2022; Liu & Bhengsri, 2024; Zhang 
et al., 2024).

The significance of this research lies in its potential to 
bridge the gap between cultural preservation and modern 
education. By highlighting the pedagogical value of the 
Sichuan Guzheng, the study contributes to the growing dis-
course on integrating intangible cultural heritage into formal 
learning environments. It also offers practical implications 
for educators and policymakers, emphasizing the need to bal-
ance cultural preservation with the demands of a globalized 
educational framework (Deng, 2020; Du & Wang, 2024). 
Furthermore, this research underscores the importance of 
equipping learners with the tools to engage with their her-
itage, fostering a sense of identity and pride. It addresses 
broader societal goals of sustaining cultural diversity while 
enriching the educational experience with practices that cul-
tivate a deeper understanding of history, culture, and artistry.

Research Question

• How does musical literacy and the role of Sichuan 
Guzheng contribute to enhancing cultural awareness 
among learners?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The theoretical foundation of musical literacy emphasizes its 
significance as a skill-building practice and a means of cul-
tural education. The concept of musical literacy as cultural 
literacy highlights the interconnectedness of music with 
societal values, history, and traditions. While the Guzheng 
has been extensively explored regarding its cultural preser-
vation and regional styles, specific studies focusing on the 
Sichuan Guzheng’s unique contributions to cultural aware-
ness among learners are sparse. This review examines the 
theoretical perspectives on musical literacy, the role of the 
Sichuan Guzheng in cultural education, and the pedagogical 
implications of integrating traditional instruments into mod-
ern curricula.

Theoretical Perspectives on Musical Literacy

Musical literacy is a multifaceted concept beyond technical 
proficiency and encompasses music’s cultural, historical, 
and aesthetic aspects. It is a transformative tool that bridges 
cultural gaps and reinforces identity. Traditional music edu-
cation helps learners connect with their heritage, appreciate 
its relevance in a globalized context, and develop cultural 
awareness. Engaging with traditional instruments, such as 
the Guzheng, requires both technical mastery and apprecia-
tion for its cultural underpinnings. Recent studies have high-
lighted the need for a more diverse exploration of how musical 
literacy can integrate various cultural contexts, enriching the 
learning experience and fostering global cultural empathy 

(George, 2023; Paananen, 2022). Additionally, digital tools, 
such as interactive applications and online learning plat-
forms, have been recognized as a critical factor in broadening 
access to traditional music education, creating opportunities 
for learners to connect with cultural narratives in innovative 
ways (Hernández, 2020; Olvera-Fernández et al., 2023). 
Thus, musical literacy is about technical proficiency and cul-
tural understanding and appreciation.

The Role of Sichuan Guzheng in Cultural Education
The Sichuan Guzheng, a cultural artifact in Chinese musical 
traditions, has evolved over 2,000 years and is known for 
its expressive qualities and close ties to local dialects and 
practices. It serves as a medium for musical expression and 
a repository of cultural narratives and historical memory. In 
cultural education, the Guzheng bridges the gap between tra-
ditional music and contemporary learners, offering a direct 
experience of Sichuan’s cultural identity and encouraging 
exploration of broader history, philosophy, and aesthetic 
themes (Guo et al., 2024; Ma & Chen, 2024). However, 
expanding the sample diversity in studies of Guzheng edu-
cation across different age groups and educational contexts 
could enhance our understanding of its broader educational 
potential. The incorporation of digital platforms, such as vir-
tual reality (VR) environments and online masterclasses, has 
further demonstrated how traditional instruments like the 
Guzheng can be integrated into global educational frame-
works, making cultural literacy accessible to a wider audi-
ence (Longlong & Luen, 2023; Sularso et al., 2023). Its 
adaptability to modern educational settings makes it a valu-
able addition to curricula fostering cultural literacy.

Pedagogical Implications for Integrating Traditional 
Instruments
The Sichuan Guzheng, a traditional Chinese instrument, 
can be integrated into modern education to enhance cultural 
awareness through experiential learning. Based on experi-
ential and reflective learning theories, this approach encour-
ages active engagement with cultural artifacts to understand 
heritage. Educators can create structured learning environ-
ments emphasizing technical and cultural dimensions by 
incorporating Guzheng into music curricula. This approach 
connects students’ musical practice to broader cultural nar-
ratives, enhancing their technical proficiency and promoting 
appreciation for the sociocultural significance of traditional 
music (Addaquay, 2024; Qudratovich, 2024; Yeye, 2023). 
Recent pedagogical models have suggested incorporating 
interdisciplinary methods, such as combining music with 
visual arts or history lessons, to deepen learners’ engagement 
and appreciation for cultural heritage. Moreover, leveraging 
digital tools such as notation software, gamified learning 
applications, and virtual Guzheng tutorials has been shown 
to sustain learner engagement while addressing generational 
preferences for interactive and technology-driven learning 
methods (Carrión & Colmenero, 2022; Molero et al., 2021). 
Furthermore, integrating the Guzheng into collaborative 
activities enhances its educational impact.
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METHOD
This study employed a qualitative research methodology, 
utilizing ethnographic fieldwork, semi-structured inter-
views, and content analysis to explore the relationship 
between musical literacy and cultural awareness in the con-
text of the Sichuan Guzheng. The research was conducted in 
Chengdu and Leshan, Sichuan Province, recognized hubs of 
Guzheng traditions, to provide a culturally rich backdrop for 
the investigation.

Research Site and Participants
The study focused on Chengdu and Leshan due to their deep 
historical and cultural connections to the Guzheng. These loca-
tions offered diverse perspectives from educators, performers, 
and learners engaged with the instrument, as shown in Table 1.

Four key informants were included in the participants, 
chosen for their direct involvement with Guzheng education 
and performance. They comprised Guzheng performers, 
educators, and a Sichuan opera conductor, ensuring varied 
perspectives on the instrument’s role in cultural education, 
as shown in Table 2.

Data Collection
The data collection process incorporated three essential 
methods:

Ethnographic fieldwork
Observations were conducted during Guzheng lessons, 
workshops, and performances to gain insights into how the 
instrument is taught and practiced. Detailed field notes cap-
tured interactions between educators and learners and high-
lighted cultural narratives embedded in the music.

Semi-Structured interviews
Semi-structured interviews with the four key informants 
provided in-depth perspectives on Guzheng’s educational 

and cultural impact. These interviews explored the his-
tory, techniques, and teaching methods associated with the 
instrument.

Content analysis

Teaching materials, including music scores, textbooks, and 
curriculum guides, were analyzed to provide additional 
insights into how musical literacy is developed through 
Guzheng education. Emphasis was placed on these materi-
als’ cultural narratives and pedagogical frameworks.

Data Analysis

Thematic analysis was employed to identify patterns and 
themes across the collected data, focusing on learners’ 
engagement, cultural understanding, and reflections on iden-
tity, as shown in Table 3.

The research involved transcription and organiza-
tion of interview recordings and observational field notes, 
coding key themes around learner participation, educator 
approaches, and the role of Sichuan Guzheng in cultural sto-
rytelling. The data was synthesized to answer the research 
question of how musical literacy and Sichuan Guzheng 
enhance learners’ cultural awareness.

RESULTS

The role of musical literacy in cultural education is multi-
faceted, mainly when linked to instruments like the Sichuan 
Guzheng, which embodies a region’s rich traditions and 
philosophies. This study explored how engagement with the 
Guzheng contributes to learners’ cultural awareness, focus-
ing on their development of musical literacy and connection 
to regional identity. By analyzing educational practices and 
learner experiences, the findings highlight the transforma-
tive potential of incorporating traditional instruments into 
modern pedagogical settings. These results underscore the 
Guzheng’s value as a musical and cultural tool, fostering a 
deeper understanding of Sichuan’s heritage among learners.

Development of Musical Literacy

A key outcome of this study was the development of musi-
cal literacy among learners through the Sichuan Guzheng. 
Learners exhibited significant progress in reading Guzheng-
specific notations, understanding modal structures, and 

Table 2. Participants
Participant Focus
Two Performers Insights on traditional techniques and the 

cultural significance of the Guzheng
One Educators Teaching strategies and challenges in promoting 

cultural literacy through the Guzheng
One Conductor Integration of Guzheng in opera and broader 

musical contexts.

Table 1. Research site
Research 
Site

Reason for Selection

Chengdu Renowned for its Guzheng pedagogy and home to 
prominent educators and performers

Leshan A city with a strong connection to Sichuan opera 
and folk music traditions

Table 3. Data analysis
Theme Focus
Learner Engagement How learners interact with Guzheng 

lessons and performances
Cultural Significance Learners’ recognition of Guzheng as 

a representation of Sichuan’s musical 
heritage

Cultural Identity Influence of Guzheng education on 
learners’ sense of cultural belonging and 
awareness
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mastering traditional playing techniques. These advance-
ments in literacy formed the foundation for a deeper con-
nection to Sichuan’s rich musical traditions, demonstrating 
the critical role of foundational skills in fostering cultural 
appreciation, as shown in Table 4.

Learners highlighted their ability to read and interpret tra-
ditional Guzheng notation as a pivotal literacy skill. Unlike 
Western musical notation, Guzheng tablature uses numer-
ical symbols to represent strings and plucking techniques, 
requiring a unique cognitive approach. This literacy enabled 
learners to perform compositions authentically, respecting 
the cultural nuances embedded in the scores. Moreover, 
understanding scales and modes, particularly the D Shang 
mode prominent in Sichuan Guzheng music, was another 
vital aspect of literacy development. Learners reported that 
identifying modal structures deepened their appreciation of 
the regional characteristics of Guzheng music, connecting 
theoretical knowledge with performance practices, as shown 
in Table 5.

The practical application of traditional techniques under-
scored the holistic nature of musical literacy, blending 
technical skills with cultural meaning. For instance, the fin-
ger-plucking patterns demonstrated learners’ technical abil-
ities and reflected Sichuan’s stylistic heritage. Similarly, the 
glissando technique helped learners emulate Taoist ideolo-
gies’ flowing, meditative qualities. The development of musi-
cal literacy through the Sichuan Guzheng allowed learners to 
internalize the instrument’s technical and cultural elements. 
Learners better understood Sichuan’s musical heritage by 

mastering notation, scales, and techniques, bridging the gap 
between performance skills and cultural awareness. This 
underscores the role of literacy as a transformative tool in 
preserving and transmitting traditional music.

Cultural Awareness

The research findings highlight how literacy, developed 
through engagement with the Sichuan Guzheng, extends 
beyond technical understanding to encompass profound 
cultural awareness. Learners exhibited an enriched com-
prehension of Sichuan’s regional identity through their 
immersion in Guzheng education, which included insights 
into its historical context, its integral role in festivals, and its 
philosophical underpinnings, particularly its connections to 
Taoism. Informants emphasized that literacy in this context 
is a means of technical skill-building and a pathway to cul-
tural preservation, as shown in Table 6.

During interviews, one informant remarked, “Playing the 
Guzheng feels like touching history with my fingers. The 
stories embedded in the melodies connect me to the past.” 
This illustrates how literacy in Guzheng’s performance 
extends to understanding the instrument as a living docu-
ment of Sichuan’s cultural history. Learners noted that the 
Guzheng’s regional characteristics, such as its tonal varia-
tions and distinct playing techniques, provide insights into 
Sichuan’s unique musical traditions. Educators further elab-
orated that historical literacy was fostered through teaching 
methods that combined musical practice with lessons on the 
Guzheng’s evolution over centuries. This approach allowed 
learners to contextualize their performances within broader 
cultural narratives, deepening their connection to Sichuan’s 
heritage, as shown in Table 7.

The Guzheng’s integration into festivals was a critical link 
between literacy and cultural awareness. Learners described 
how the instrument’s performances embody the spirit of local 
celebrations, from melodic expressions in New Year rituals 
to dance accompaniment during the Lantern Festival. One 
informant stated, “I never realized how much music could 
be a part of celebrating identity until I saw how Guzheng 
performances were woven into our festivals.” This integra-
tion helped learners see the Guzheng as more than a musi-
cal instrument—it became a cultural symbol of communal 
experiences. Literacy in this context included understanding 

Table 4. Indicators of musical literacy development
Indicator Observed Skills Impact on 

Learners
Notation 
Reading

Proficiency in reading 
traditional Guzheng 
tablature

Improved ability to 
interpret musical 
scores

Scale 
Understanding

Mastery of D Shang 
and other modes used 
in Sichuan music

Recognition of the 
distinct tonalities of 
Guzheng

Traditional 
Techniques

Application of 
finger-plucking and 
glissando techniques

Enhanced 
understanding 
of regional 
performance styles

Table 5. Traditional playing techniques in literacy 
development
Technique Description Cultural 

Significance
Finger-Plucking 
Patterns

Utilization of 
specific plucking 
combinations for 
melodies

Reflects regional 
stylistic expressions

Glissando 
(Sliding)

Smooth transitions 
between notes

Imitates natural 
sounds, highlighting 
Taoist philosophies

Percussive 
Techniques

Striking the 
Guzheng body for 
rhythmic effects

Emphasizes the 
dynamic interplay in 
Sichuan music

Table 6. Themes of cultural awareness enhanced by 
guzheng literacy
Theme Key Insights from 

Learners
Cultural Impact

Historical 
Context

Recognition of 
Guzheng’s ancient 
origins and evolution

Strengthening cultural 
ties through heritage 
appreciation

Role in 
Festivals

Understanding its 
significance in local 
traditions

Integration of music 
with communal rituals 
and celebrations

Taoist 
Philosophies

Awareness of spiritual 
and meditative 
dimensions

Bridging music literacy 
with philosophical 
thought
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the significance of specific compositions and their roles in 
different celebratory settings, fostering a collective sense of 
pride and belonging, as shown in Table 8.

Learners also articulated how literacy in Guzheng perfor-
mance provided a gateway to understanding Taoist philos-
ophies embedded in its repertoire. Many pieces, such as 
“November Mountain Vespers,” reflect Taoist ideals of bal-
ance, introspection, and harmony with nature. One learner 
reflected, “The melodies guide me to focus inward, which 
I have learned is deeply connected to Taoist thought.” 
Educators explicitly highlighted the importance of teach-
ing these connections, as they help learners bridge technical 
and philosophical literacy. This integration fosters a deeper 
appreciation of the Guzheng’s role in expressing spiritual 
and meditative values, contributing to a holistic understand-
ing of Sichuan’s cultural identity, as shown in Table 9.

By developing cultural awareness through Guzheng 
literacy, learners bridged music’s technical and expres-
sive aspects, understanding Sichuan’s identity comprehen-
sively. These findings demonstrate how musical literacy is a 

multidimensional tool that fosters individual and collective 
cultural consciousness.

Pedagogical Effectiveness
The findings highlight the significant role of innovative 
pedagogical practices in advancing Guzheng literacy while 
fostering cultural awareness. Educators consistently empha-
sized the importance of blending traditional Guzheng tech-
niques with modern teaching methods to make the learning 
process more engaging and accessible for contemporary stu-
dents. This approach preserved Guzheng music’s technical 
and cultural essence and ensured its relevance in the modern 
educational landscape.

Traditional Guzheng techniques, such as reading 
notation, mastering plucking methods, and understand-
ing regional scales, formed the foundation of the teach-
ing process. These technical skills were taught alongside 
the cultural significance of the instrument, allowing 
learners to connect with Sichuan’s musical heritage on a 
deeper level. Educators pointed out that teaching techni-
cal aspects in isolation was insufficient; contextualizing 
these techniques within cultural narratives made the les-
sons more meaningful. One educator explained, “When 
students understand the cultural stories behind each tech-
nique, their engagement increases, and their appreciation 
for the instrument deepens.”

Many educators integrated digital tools into their peda-
gogy to enhance the teaching process. Mobile applications, 
online video tutorials, and interactive platforms allowed 
students to practice independently and revisit lessons inde-
pendently. These resources also provided visual and audi-
tory support, making it easier for learners to grasp complex 
techniques. One educator noted, “Digital tools give students 
the flexibility to learn beyond the classroom and explore 
Guzheng music in their own time, fostering both technical 
mastery and cultural connection.”

A particularly effective strategy involved tailoring les-
sons to appeal to younger learners. Educators adapted 
contemporary songs for the Guzheng, blending traditional 
techniques with modern repertoires that resonated with the 
students. This method sparked interest and encouraged stu-
dents to explore their creativity while mastering foundational 
skills. One informant remarked, “When students play the 
music they enjoy, they are more likely to invest in learning 
the technical and cultural aspects of the Guzheng.” By inte-
grating popular music with traditional techniques, educators 
created a dynamic learning environment that bridged the gap 
between past and present.

Maintaining the cultural relevance of the Guzheng was 
another priority for educators. Lessons were enriched with 
historical context, stories about regional traditions, and dis-
cussions about Guzheng’s role in Sichuan’s cultural identity. 
This cultural framing enabled students to see the instrument 
as more than just a tool for music; they viewed it as a sym-
bol of their heritage. One educator reflected, “Through these 
lessons, students gain a sense of pride in their cultural roots 
and understand the Guzheng’s place in preserving Sichuan’s 
traditions.”

Table 8. Cultural role of guzheng in local festivals
Festival Guzheng’s Role Learner Awareness
Lantern 
Festival

Accompanying 
celebratory dances

Connection between 
music and community 
spirit

Taoist 
Ceremonies

Enhancing spiritual 
rituals with melodic 
prayers

Linking music with 
philosophical themes

New Year 
Celebrations

Setting a festive 
tone with traditional 
repertoires

Reinforcing cultural 
pride

Table 9. Philosophical literacy through guzheng 
repertoire
Aspect Learners’ 

Reflections
Cultural Relevance

Meditative 
Quality

Music fostering 
introspection and calm

Connection to Taoist 
teachings on harmony

Expression 
of Balance

Repertoire embodying 
natural and cosmic 
balance

Linking music 
to spiritual and 
philosophical heritage

Spiritual 
Practice

Understanding the 
role of music in Taoist 
rituals

Music as a medium for 
cultural spirituality

Table 7. Learners’ reflections on historical awareness
Historical 
Literacy

Learners’ 
Understanding

Cultural Connection

Origins and 
Evolution

Guzheng as a 
2,000-year-old cultural 
artifact

Continuity of tradition 
through practice

Regional 
Styles

Awareness of Sichuan’s 
unique tonalities

Appreciation for 
regional diversity in 
music

Integration 
with History

Stories reflected in 
traditional repertoires

Personal identification 
with cultural heritage
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

This study underscores the profound role of musical liter-
acy in bridging cultural education and technical proficiency 
through the Sichuan Guzheng. The findings reveal that engag-
ing with this traditional instrument fosters a deeper connec-
tion to Sichuan’s heritage, providing a platform for learners 
to explore historical, philosophical, and aesthetic dimensions. 
These findings align with existing theoretical principles of 
musical literacy, emphasizing its role in cultural understand-
ing and identity formation (George, 2023; Paananen, 2022).

Developing musical literacy through Guzheng-specific 
skills, such as reading tablature and mastering traditional 
playing techniques, is consistent with previous research. For 
instance, Feldman et al. (2020) argue that musical literacy 
encompasses technical mastery and interpreting cultural nar-
ratives embedded in music. Similarly, integrating regional 
modes like D Shang aligns with theories suggesting that 
understanding tonal structures deepens cultural appreciation 
(Huang et al., 2024). Including reflective practices, such as 
connecting performance techniques to Taoist philosophies, 
resonates with experiential learning theories, supporting the 
idea that cultural artifacts like the Guzheng serve as trans-
formative tools in education (Addaquay, 2024; Yeye, 2023).

However, the findings also highlight a gap in contem-
porary curricula, where traditional instruments are often 
underrepresented. This contradicts Paananen’s (2022) rec-
ommendation to integrate cultural education into music 
pedagogy. As Huang et al. (2024) previously noted, the 
underutilization of traditional instruments in educational 
frameworks could deprive learners of opportunities to 
engage deeply with their heritage. Policy implications arise 
here, suggesting the need for formal guidelines that mandate 
the inclusion of traditional instruments like the Guzheng in 
national and regional educational curricula. Such measures 
could address the disparity and provide equitable opportuni-
ties for cultural education.

Pedagogically, modern teaching tools, such as digital 
applications and blended repertoires, reflect innovative strat-
egies to sustain learner engagement. This approach supports 
the findings by Guo et al. (2024), who emphasize digital 
empowerment to make traditional music accessible to mod-
ern learners. However, more research is needed to evaluate 
the long-term impact of these methods on preserving cultural 
identity, as current studies, including this one, focus primarily 
on immediate outcomes. Additionally, digital learning plat-
forms should be enhanced to include interdisciplinary features 
that connect music education with cultural history, fostering a 
comprehensive understanding of traditional music.

Cultural awareness fostered through Guzheng education, 
which spans historical literacy, festival traditions, and Taoist 
philosophies, provides compelling evidence for the instru-
ment’s role in cultural preservation. These findings are con-
sistent with Deng’s (2020) theoretical perspectives, which 
assert that musical instruments are living documents of cul-
tural memory. The learners’ reflections, such as connecting 
melodies to historical narratives, reinforce the importance 
of integrating cultural contexts into music education (Zhu 
& Sornyai, 2024). Interdisciplinary applications, such as 

combining Guzheng education with history and philosophy 
classes, could provide students with a broader framework for 
understanding cultural narratives and the evolution of tradi-
tional music.

This research demonstrates the dual role of the Sichuan 
Guzheng in cultivating musical literacy and enhancing cul-
tural awareness among learners. The findings affirm that 
traditional instruments like the Guzheng are not merely tech-
nical tools but also vessels of cultural identity and historical 
memory. Learners connect with Sichuan’s rich musical tra-
ditions by mastering notation, scales, and performance tech-
niques, fostering a sense of pride and belonging. The study’s 
results align with theoretical principles, highlighting the 
transformative potential of integrating traditional music into 
contemporary education. However, the research also reveals 
challenges, such as the need for more representation of tra-
ditional instruments in modern curricula, which may hinder 
efforts to preserve cultural heritage.

Expanding policy and interdisciplinary approaches can 
amplify the impact of such research. Policymakers should 
consider incentivizing schools to include traditional instru-
ments in music education frameworks, supported by govern-
ment funding and teacher training programs. Additionally, 
educators could design interdisciplinary curricula combining 
music with arts, literature, and digital media to enrich stu-
dents’ cultural and artistic literacy.

Further research should explore the impact of traditional 
Chinese instruments like the Pipa and Erhu on cultural liter-
acy and awareness in different regions. It should also assess 
the long-term effects of Guzheng education on learners’ cul-
tural identity and engagement with traditional music. Policy 
analysis should be conducted to support the inclusion of 
traditional instruments in curricula. Interdisciplinary inte-
gration with subjects like history or philosophy can provide 
a holistic learning experience. Digital pedagogy should be 
evaluated for its cultural relevance.
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