
INTRODUCTION

Xi’an Drum Music, an ancient folk wind and percussion 
music, is a rich cultural legacy of Shaanxi Province, China. 
Originating from the Tang Dynasty, this musical tradition 
has evolved over centuries, intertwining artistry with cultur-
al identity (Hou, 2021; Liang et al., 2023). Its compositions, 
marked by intricate rhythms and evocative melodies, have 
served as a medium for storytelling and community bond-
ing, reflecting their time’s social and historical landscapes. 
Yet, despite its deep cultural roots and artistic sophistica-
tion, Xi’an Drum Music faces diminishing relevance in the 
modern era. As globalization and modernization dominate 
the educational and cultural discourse, contemporary and 
Western influences often overshadow this traditional art 
form. Nevertheless, the pedagogical potential of Xi’an Drum 
Music remains untapped, mainly because it offers opportu-
nities to integrate literacy education with cultural awareness 
(Faiz, 2024; Liu & Nicolas, 2024).

The decline of Xi’an Drum Music in contemporary educa-
tional contexts highlights a broader issue—the marginalization 
of traditional arts in modern schooling systems. As education-
al curricula increasingly prioritize subjects with immediate 
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economic or technological value, traditional cultural forms 
are relegated to the periphery (Lamb & Godlewska, 2021; Li, 
2024). This shift has resulted in a generation of learners with 
limited exposure to their cultural heritage, risking the erosion 
of cultural identity and intergenerational knowledge trans-
mission. Moreover, literacy education, a foundational aspect 
of learning, often fails to incorporate cultural elements that 
could enrich students’ understanding of language and soci-
ety (Purcell-Gates, 2020; Walden, 2020). Xi’an Drum Music, 
with its lyrical compositions, rhythmic complexity, and cultur-
al narratives, provides an opportunity to address these gaps. It 
offers a dual benefit: fostering literacy skills while preserving 
and promoting cultural heritage (Du & Wang, 2024; Shi & 
Nicolas, 2023; Tang & Sornyai, 2023).

This study investigates the role of Xi’an Drum Music 
in promoting literacy and cultural awareness among young 
learners. Specifically, it explores how integrating this tradi-
tional art form into educational practices can enhance stu-
dents’ reading, writing, and comprehension abilities while 
fostering a deeper connection with their cultural roots. By 
focusing on the interplay between literacy and cultural 
awareness, the research aims to highlight the educational 
value of traditional arts and propose innovative strategies 
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Xi’an Drum Music, a traditional folk wind and percussion music originating in Shaanxi Province, 
China, is a rich cultural heritage known for its intricate rhythms, evocative melodies, and 
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cultural awareness among young learners by integrating this traditional art form into educational 
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involving classroom observations, semi-structured interviews with educators, and focus group 
discussions with students. Key informants included scholars, performers, and students engaged 
in preserving Xi’an Drum Music. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis, identifying 
themes related to literacy engagement, cultural awareness, and pedagogical challenges. Findings 
reveal that the rhythmic and lyrical elements of Xi’an Drum Music significantly improve 
literacy skills, such as phonemic awareness and reading comprehension while fostering cultural 
pride and identity among learners. However, resource constraints and limited teacher training 
hinder broader implementation. The study suggests developing standardized teaching materials, 
providing professional development for educators, and fostering collaborations between schools 
and cultural institutions. These measures can enhance the integration of traditional arts into 
modern education, ensuring cultural preservation and educational innovation.
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for their inclusion in modern curricula (Alvarez et al., 2023; 
Ferrer-Fons et al., 2022; Goldberg, 2021; Sakti et al., 2024).

The significance of this study extends beyond the im-
mediate context of Xi’an Drum Music. It contributes to the 
broader discourse on cultural preservation in education, em-
phasizing the importance of integrating traditional art forms 
into contemporary pedagogical frameworks. By showcasing 
the educational potential of Xi’an Drum Music, the study 
advocates for a more inclusive and culturally responsive ap-
proach to teaching and learning. Such integration enriches 
literacy education and fosters a sense of cultural pride and 
identity among learners (Crawford, 2020; Prest, 2020). 
Moreover, the findings have implications for policymakers, 
educators, and cultural practitioners, providing a model for 
leveraging traditional arts to address global challenges in 
education and cultural sustainability. In this way, the study 
underscores the transformative power of Xi’an Drum Music 
as both an educational tool and a cultural bridge.

Research Question

• How does the integration of Xi’an Drum Music into ed-
ucational practices influence literacy development and
cultural awareness among young learners?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Traditional arts, including music, serve as powerful educa-
tional mediums, offering unique avenues to develop essen-
tial skills while promoting cultural heritage. Among these, 
traditional music, rich auditory and narrative qualities, has 
enhanced young learners’ cognitive abilities, emotional in-
telligence, and literacy skills. Integrating cultural arts into 
education enriches learning and fosters a deeper connection 
to cultural identity and history. Xi’an Drum Music, with 
its intricate rhythms and evocative melodies, exemplifies 
the potential of traditional music to address contemporary 
educational challenges, particularly in promoting literacy 
and cultural awareness. However, despite the growing rec-
ognition of these benefits, there remains a need for focused 
research on applying Xi’an Drum Music in educational set-
tings. This review explores three key aspects: the role of 
cultural arts in education, the pedagogical potential of Xi’an 
Drum Music, and the existing gaps in the literature.

The Importance of Cultural Arts in Education

Cultural arts are crucial in holistic education, stimulating 
creativity, critical thinking, and emotional engagement. 
Music enhances cultural awareness, pattern recognition, and 
memory retention, particularly in early childhood education. 
Traditional music’s structured rhythms and lyrical storytell-
ing provide a natural framework for literacy development, 
facilitating syllable recognition and word structures (Eddy 
et al., 2021; Howe & Baumgartner, 2024). It also fosters an 
emotional connection to learning, allowing students to ex-
plore language in a meaningful context.

Recent studies have emphasized the multidisciplinary 
benefits of traditional arts, noting their ability to integrate 

cognitive, emotional, and social learning dimensions. When 
embedded within curricula, cultural arts offer avenues for 
experiential learning, where students engage in hands-on 
activities that simultaneously develop linguistic, motor, and 
interpersonal skills (Anderson & Valero, 2020; Brovchak 
et al., 2024). Furthermore, such approaches foster inclusivi-
ty by creating opportunities for students from diverse back-
grounds to connect with shared cultural narratives while 
appreciating global perspectives.

Integrating cultural arts into literacy education can cre-
ate immersive learning experiences that address cognitive 
and emotional dimensions, enhancing students’ academic 
performance. Cultural arts also promote social and cultural 
awareness, introducing learners to their community’s histo-
ry, values, and traditions (Olsen, 2024; Trung & Van, 2020). 
This cultural grounding enhances students’ appreciation of 
their heritage and equips them with intercultural competence 
to navigate a globalized world.

Xi’an Drum Music and Its Pedagogical Potential

Xi’an Drum Music is a traditional art form that combines 
artistic expression and cultural heritage, characterized by 
intricate rhythms, melodic structures, and rich storytell-
ing. It has significant potential as an educational tool, par-
ticularly in promoting literacy and cultural awareness. 
The rhythmic complexity of Xi’an Drum Music enhances 
cultural awareness, while the narrative elements provide a 
compelling medium for vocabulary acquisition. From a cul-
tural perspective, it serves as a living repository of histo-
ry, geography, and social values, reflecting the customs and 
beliefs of Shaanxi Province. Educators can teach students 
about regional history and traditions by incorporating Xi’an 
Drum Music into the classroom while reinforcing key liter-
acy skills. The collaborative nature of drum music ensem-
bles fosters teamwork, discipline, and community, making it 
a valuable addition to modern educational practices (Hu & 
Liu, 2024; Rahma, 2023; Silverberg, 2022).

Gaps in the Literature

The research focuses on its practical application in educa-
tional contexts and its impact on young learners’ literacy 
development and cultural awareness. Traditional arts re-
search often overlooks the pedagogical potential of cultural 
forms, reflecting this gap in the literature (Gong et al., 2024; 
Olvera-Fernández et al., 2023). The study aims to bridge this 
gap by investigating the role of Xi’an Drum Music in pro-
moting literacy and cultural awareness among young learn-
ers. By looking at how it can be used in the classroom, this 
study adds to the growing body of work that supports incor-
porating traditional arts into education, protecting cultural 
heritage, and making traditional music more relevant and 
accessible for future generations.

METHODS

This study employs a qualitative research design to in-
vestigate how the integration of Xi’an Drum Music into 
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educational practices influences literacy development and 
cultural awareness among young learners. The study in-
volves classroom observations, interviews, and focus group 
discussions to gain in-depth insights into pedagogical strate-
gies, student experiences, and the cultural relevance of Xi’an 
Drum Music, as shown in Table 1.

Participant Selection

Participants were purposefully selected to include key 
stakeholders involved in teaching and learning Xi’an Drum 
Music. Five informants were categorized into three groups 
based on their expertise and roles, as shown in Table 2.

Data Collection Methods

The study used three primary methods to collect data on in-
tegrating Xi’an Drum Music into literacy lessons. Classroom 
observations focused on teaching strategies, student partic-
ipation, and the use of cultural narratives from the music. 
We conducted semi-structured interviews with five key in-
formants to explore their experiences, challenges, and per-
spectives on teaching Xi’an Drum Music. The interviews 
focused on the educational benefits, pedagogical challenges, 
and strategies for cultural relevance. We conducted focus 
groups with student participants to gather their reflections 
on the learning process, including their enjoyment, challeng-
es, and perceived benefits of learning through Xi’an Drum 
Music. The study aimed to understand the effectiveness of 
Xi’an Drum Music in enhancing literacy and cultural aware-
ness among students.

Data Analysis

The data were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify 
recurring themes related to literacy engagement and cultur-
al awareness. Transcripts from interviews and focus groups 

were coded, and observation notes were reviewed to triangu-
late findings, as shown in Table 3.

This methodology ensures a comprehensive understand-
ing of Xi’an Drum Music’s educational potential while ef-
fectively addressing the research objective and question.

RESULTS

The findings of this study reveal the multifaceted impact 
of integrating Xi’an Drum Music into educational practic-
es, highlighting both its benefits and challenges in promot-
ing literacy and cultural awareness among young learners. 
Key outcomes were identified through classroom obser-
vations, interviews, and focus group discussions, ranging 
from enhanced literacy skills and cultural appreciation to 
improved student engagement. However, the study also 
uncovered challenges that hinder the seamless incorpora-
tion of traditional music into modern educational settings. 
These results offer valuable insights into the potential 
of Xi’an Drum Music as an innovative educational tool 
and the barriers that need to be addressed for its effective 
implementation.

Enhanced Literacy Skills

The integration of Xi’an Drum Music into educational prac-
tices has shown a significant positive impact on enhancing 
literacy skills among young learners. The rhythmic and 
lyrical elements of Xi’an Drum Music serve as effective 
tools for developing key components of literacy, including 
phonemic awareness, vocabulary acquisition, and reading 
comprehension.

Informants highlighted the role of drum patterns in im-
proving phonemic awareness among students. According to 
one teacher, the repetitive and structured rhythms of Xi’an 
Drum Music helped students recognize and differentiate 
sounds, a fundamental skill for reading proficiency. Students 
engaged in rhythmic exercises, clapping and mimicking 
drumbeats, enabling them to better grasp syllable segmen-
tation and sound blending. This multisensory approach 
bridged the gap between auditory and visual recognition, a 
cornerstone in early literacy education.

Lyrical compositions in Xi’an Drum Music provide stu-
dents with a rich vocabulary and contextual learning source. 
Informants noted that the lyrics’ poetic language and histor-
ical references expose students to diverse words and expres-
sions, broadening their lexicon. One informant, an educator, 
explained that students are encouraged to analyze the lyrics, 
identify unfamiliar words, and use them in their writing. This Table 2. Informant categorization and selection criteria

Informant Type Criteria Number
Key 
Informant

A scholar with over 20 years of research 
experience in Xi’an Drum Music

1

Casual 
Informants

Active performers or society 
members with significant 
performance experience

2

General 
Informants

Students or practitioners with 
experience learning or preserving 
Xi’an Drum Music

2

Table 1. Overview of research methods
Method Purpose
Classroom 
Observations

To explore the practical integration of Xi’an 
Drum Music into literacy and cultural lessons

Semi-Structured 
Interviews

To collect insights from educators on 
teaching methods and outcomes

Focus Group 
Discussions

To gather student perspectives on learning 
experiences with Xi’an Drum Music

Table 3. Data analysis focus areas
Focus Area Themes Identified
Literacy 
Development

Enhanced cultural awareness of the history and 
traditions of Xi’an Drum Music among students

Cultural 
Awareness

Increased student appreciation for the history 
and traditions of Xi’an Drum Music

Pedagogical 
Challenges

Difficulties in accessing resources and balancing 
traditional elements with modern education
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activity expands their vocabulary and improves their under-
standing of sentence structure and grammar.

The use of lyrics also fostered a deeper engagement 
with the text. Students practiced articulation and fluency by 
singing and reciting the lyrics, enhancing their reading com-
prehension skills. The visual aid of traditional Xi’an Drum 
Music scores, as depicted in Figure 1, provided students with 
a practical tool for connecting text to sound, further solidify-
ing their literacy skills.

The narrative elements embedded in Xi’an Drum Music 
were instrumental in developing students’ comprehension 
abilities. Through the storytelling aspect of the music, stu-
dents learned to follow sequences, identify main ideas, and 
infer meanings from context. Informants shared that students 
were tasked with summarizing the stories within the lyrics or 
creating their narratives inspired by the themes of the music. 
This activity fostered critical thinking and a deeper under-
standing of the cultural and historical context of the music.

Figure 2 showcases a performance by the Xi’an Town 
God’s Temple Drum Music Society, which brings storytell-
ing to life. Students who attended such performances gained 
a better appreciation of narrative structures and learned how 
to apply similar techniques in their writing and comprehen-
sion exercises.

The integration of Xi’an Drum Music into literacy edu-
cation represents a powerful fusion of cultural tradition and 

modern pedagogy. Informants emphasized that students be-
came more engaged and enthusiastic about learning when 
traditional music was incorporated into lessons. One teacher 
remarked, “The students are not only learning to read and 
write; they are connecting with their heritage and finding 
joy in the process.” This dual focus on literacy and cultural 
education ensured students acquired academic skills and a 
lifelong appreciation for their cultural roots.

Incncreased Cultural Awareness

Integrating Xi’an Drum Music into educational practices has 
profoundly enhanced students’ cultural awareness, bridging 
literacy education and cultural preservation. Through the 
historical narratives and folk traditions embedded in the mu-
sic, young learners gained literacy skills and a deeper appre-
ciation for their cultural heritage, fostering a strong sense of 
identity and pride.

Informants emphasized that Xi’an Drum Music provides 
a unique platform to intertwine literacy education with cul-
tural storytelling. The historical narratives conveyed through 
the lyrics and performance traditions of Xi’an Drum Music 
allowed students to connect language and culture in mean-
ingful ways. One informant, a teacher, highlighted that stu-
dents were tasked with interpreting the stories behind the 
lyrics, analyzing historical references, and creating their own 
written reflections. This activity enhanced comprehension 
and critical thinking and deepened understanding of their lo-
cal traditions’ cultural and historical significance.

For example, the narratives in the performances of the 
Xi’an Drum Music Art Troupe, as shown in Figure 3, show-
case the grandeur and historical depth of the Tang Dynasty. 
Such narratives allowed students to explore themes of his-
tory, geography, and social values, reinforcing their cultural 
literacy alongside academic skills.

Engaging with Xi’an Drum Music helped students devel-
op a stronger connection to their cultural identity. Informants 
observed that students, particularly those from urban areas 
with limited exposure to traditional arts, found new pride in 
their cultural heritage through their interactions with the mu-
sic. By learning the stories, instruments, and performance 
techniques, students discovered aspects of their identity that 

Figure 2. Showcase Performance by the Xi’an Town God’s 
Temple Drum Music Society
Source: Xiaoqian Shi, from fieldwork in May 2023

Figure 1. The visual aid of traditional Xi’an Drum Music 
scores
Source: Xiaoqian Shi, from fieldwork in May 2023

Figure 3. The performances of the Xi’an Drum Music Art 
Troupe
Source: Xiaoqian Shi, from fieldwork in May 2023



92 IJELS 13(1):88-95

were previously unfamiliar to them. One student partici-
pant expressed that learning Xi’an Drum Music gave them 
a sense of belonging and pride, as they could now share a 
unique cultural legacy with their peers and families.

Cultural awareness was also enhanced through experien-
tial learning activities that integrated music performance with 
literacy tasks. Informants shared that students participated in 
workshops where they learned to play traditional instruments, 
read and write music scores, and perform basic drum patterns. 
These activities bridged practical skills with literacy develop-
ment, as students were required to read instructional materials, 
follow written narratives, and compose their pieces.

One informant, a performer and educator, explained that 
using traditional scores and instruments allowed students to 
see their culture’s written and performed aspects come to 
life. The students’ ability to engage with these cultural arti-
facts not only reinforced their literacy skills but also deep-
ened their appreciation for the craftsmanship and artistry 
behind Xi’an Drum Music.

The communal aspect of Xi’an Drum Music also con-
tributed to increased cultural awareness. Informants noted 
that group performances and collaborative projects fostered 
a sense of unity among students. Learning and performing 
the music together created peer interaction, discussion, and 
shared cultural exploration opportunities. These activities 
helped students see themselves as part of a larger community 
dedicated to preserving and celebrating their heritage.

The collaboration between schools and cultural insti-
tutions, such as the workshops held by the Ancient Music 
Orchestra of XAIU, as shown in Figure 4, further supported 
this communal learning experience. Informants reported that 
these partnerships allowed students to learn directly from 
master musicians, gaining first-hand insight into the cultural 
and artistic significance of Xi’an Drum Music.

Improved Engagement and Motivation

Integrating Xi’an Drum Music into educational practices 
significantly enhanced students’ engagement and motivation 
in learning activities, making the process of literacy acquisi-
tion more dynamic and enjoyable. Informants unanimously 
highlighted how the interactive and performative aspects of 
Xi’an Drum Music created a stimulating and participatory 
environment that captured students’ interest and sustained 
their enthusiasm for learning.

Teachers reported that the rhythmic and hands-on nature 
of Xi’an Drum Music encouraged students to participate ac-
tively. Learning and performing drum patterns and lyrical 
elements created a multi-sensory experience that students 
found highly engaging. According to one informant, activ-
ities such as clapping rhythms, mimicking drum sequences, 
and performing in small groups helped students internalize 
phonemic patterns and syllable structures, critical literacy 
development components. The lessons’ performative aspects 
turned abstract literacy concepts into tangible, enjoyable 
practices that students could interact with directly.

Another informant noted that incorporating music into 
lessons broke the monotony of traditional teaching meth-
ods, making classroom sessions more vibrant and appealing. 
Students were not merely passive recipients of information. 
Still, they became active contributors to the learning process 
by participating in musical performances and group discus-
sions about the cultural narratives behind drum music.

Students showed a noticeable increase in motivation 
when given opportunities to showcase their learning through 
performances. Teachers observed that preparing for group 
presentations and school events involving Xi’an Drum 
Music fostered a sense of responsibility and excitement 
among learners. An informant shared that students were ea-
ger to master the rhythms and lyrics, knowing they would 
have the chance to perform in front of their peers, parents, 
and community members. This sense of purpose provided 
by public performances motivated students to put extra ef-
fort into their practice, improving their musical and literacy 
skills.

The joy and excitement generated by Xi’an Drum Music 
lessons contributed to a positive learning atmosphere, which 
informants identified as a key factor in boosting literacy out-
comes. Teachers noted that including music turned potential-
ly mundane literacy exercises, such as vocabulary building 
and sentence construction, into engaging and memorable 
activities. One teacher described how students worked on 
interpreting drum music lyrics, creating their narratives, and 
even composing short poems inspired by the rhythms they 
learned. These creative tasks reinforced literacy skills and al-
lowed students to express themselves in ways that traditional 
methods might not facilitate.

Informants highlighted that students’ enthusiasm during 
drum music lessons often carried over into other areas of 
their education. The confidence and skills gained through 
their engagement with Xi’an Drum Music encouraged stu-
dents to approach literacy tasks with more significant cu-
riosity and persistence. For example, one informant shared 
how students who previously struggled with reading became 
more proactive in practicing vocabulary and sentence for-
mation, inspired by the fun and interactive approach of mu-
sic-integrated lessons.

Challenges in Implementation
While integrating Xi’an Drum Music into literacy education 
proved highly beneficial, several challenges hindered its 
seamless implementation. Informants identified a prominent 
issue as the lack of resources and training for teachers to 

Figure 4. Ancient Music Orchestra of XAIU
Source: Ancient Music Orchestra of XAIU (2024)
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incorporate traditional music effectively into their literacy 
curricula. Many teachers expressed difficulty aligning the 
rhythmic and lyrical elements of Xi’an Drum Music with 
standard literacy objectives. Without specialized training in 
traditional music and its pedagogical applications, educators 
often felt unprepared to design lessons that combined music 
and literacy meaningfully.

Another significant challenge was the limited availabil-
ity of instructional materials and instruments. Informants 
noted that many schools needed access to authentic drums 
and sheet music, which restricted their implementation 
scope. Additionally, the absence of detailed guidelines or 
lesson plans on using Xi’an Drum Music as a tool for liter-
acy development left teachers reliant on their creativity and 
improvisation, leading to inconsistencies in the delivery of 
music-integrated lessons.

From the students’ perspective, informants observed that 
some learners initially struggled to connect with the cultur-
al and historical elements of Xi’an Drum Music. For stu-
dents who had not previously experienced traditional arts 
outside the classroom, understanding the deeper meanings 
and narratives behind the music required additional time and 
effort. Informants highlighted that these students often need-
ed more contextual explanations and hands-on activities to 
bridge the gap between unfamiliar cultural content and per-
sonal experiences.

Moreover, informants reported that maintaining a bal-
ance between traditional cultural values and modern educa-
tional demands posed a challenge. Teachers needed to ensure 
that integrating Xi’an Drum Music enhanced literacy skills 
without detracting from the focus on core academic stan-
dards. Despite these obstacles, the informants emphasized 
the importance of addressing these challenges to maximize 
Xi’an Drum Music’s potential to promote literacy and cul-
tural awareness among young learners.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The results confirmed existing research that cultural arts, 
particularly traditional music, enhance cultural awareness, 
vocabulary acquisition, and comprehension skills (Eddy 
et al., 2021; Howe & Baumgartner, 2024). The rhythmic 
complexity of Xi’an Drum Music was particularly effective 
in improving phonemic awareness, consistent with theories 
emphasizing the cognitive benefits of structured musical 
patterns in early literacy education (Howe & Baumgartner, 
2024). Additionally, the lyrical compositions enriched stu-
dents’ vocabulary and contextual language skills, aligning 
with Purcell-Gates’ (2020) emphasis on integrating cultural 
narratives into literacy instruction.

However, the study also identified challenges, such as 
limited access to resources and the need for specialized 
teacher training. These findings resonate with Rahma (2023), 
who noted that effective implementation of traditional arts 
in education often requires institutional support and tailored 
pedagogical strategies. The difficulties students faced in 
connecting with the cultural and historical elements of Xi’an 
Drum Music further underscore the importance of contextual 
learning and experiential engagement (Trung & Van, 2020). 

For instance, the lack of authentic drums and sheet music 
in some schools mirrors similar obstacles faced in integrat-
ing Indigenous music traditions into Australian classrooms, 
as Crawford (2020) discussed. These parallels highlight the 
need for resource development and collaboration with cul-
tural institutions to address these challenges effectively.

The study highlighted the dual role of Xi’an Drum Music 
in fostering cultural literacy and a sense of identity among 
learners. Informants noted that students developed a deep-
er appreciation for their heritage through the storytelling 
and historical narratives embedded in the music, consistent 
with the findings of Tang and Sornyai (2023) on the cultural 
treasures of folk music in Gansu Province. Moreover, the 
communal aspect of learning Xi’an Drum Music enhanced 
students’ intercultural competence and social cohesion, sup-
porting Crawford’s (2020) argument that music education 
can be a vehicle for social inclusion. In particular, the col-
laboration between schools and local cultural practitioners, 
such as workshops with the Ancient Music Orchestra of 
XAIU, exemplifies how institutional partnerships can enrich 
student experiences and provide cultural continuity.

These findings have prominent policy and curriculum 
implications. Educational policymakers should prioritize the 
inclusion of traditional arts in national curricula to promote 
cultural preservation and academic enrichment. This could 
involve creating a framework for integrating Xi’an Drum 
Music into literacy lessons, developing standardized teach-
ing materials, and offering professional development for ed-
ucators. Such initiatives align with global trends in culturally 
responsive education, as seen in successful arts integration 
programs in Spain and Vietnam (Alvarez et al., 2023; Trung 
& Van, 2020).

Despite these benefits, balancing traditional cultural 
values with modern educational standards remains a crit-
ical challenge. This tension reflects broader concerns in 
the literature about the marginalization of traditional arts 
in contemporary curricula (Li, 2024; Lamb & Godlewska, 
2021). Addressing this gap requires innovative strategies 
that integrate cultural preservation with modern pedagogical 
frameworks. For example, adaptive curricula that incorpo-
rate traditional music within STEM-focused education could 
serve as a bridge between cultural heritage and contempo-
rary learning demands.

The interactive and performative nature of Xi’an Drum 
Music significantly enhanced student engagement and mo-
tivation, transforming literacy lessons into dynamic and 
participatory experiences. These findings align with those of 
Alvarez et al. (2023), who emphasized linking curriculum 
content to students’ cultural heritage to foster inclusion and 
engagement. However, as previous research on innovative 
pedagogies in music education has noted, the lack of stan-
dardized instructional materials and guidelines presents a 
barrier to broader implementation (Olvera-Fernández et al., 
2023). Case studies from the integration of West African 
drumming into U.S. schools further highlight the need for 
culturally relevant training for teachers to ensure meaningful 
and accurate representations of traditional art forms in class-
rooms (Prest, 2020).
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This study highlights the transformative potential of 
Xi’an Drum Music as an educational tool for enhancing 
literacy and cultural awareness among young learners. The 
rhythmic and lyrical elements of this traditional art form not 
only foster essential literacy skills but also bridge the gap 
between cultural preservation and modern education. By 
engaging students in meaningful and participatory learning 
experiences, Xi’an Drum Music promotes a deeper connec-
tion to their cultural heritage and strengthens their identity. 
Furthermore, this integration highlights the global relevance 
of traditional arts as a means of fostering inclusive and cul-
turally responsive education systems.

The findings carry significant implications for educators 
and policymakers. Educational systems should prioritize 
the integration of traditional music into curricula to sup-
port holistic learning, cultural identity, and social cohesion. 
Policymakers must also address resource limitations and pro-
vide professional training for teachers to ensure effective im-
plementation. Additionally, fostering partnerships between 
schools and cultural institutions can enhance accessibility 
and preserve traditional art forms for future generations.

Further research should explore the application of tra-
ditional Chinese art forms in literacy education, develop 
pedagogical frameworks for integrating traditional music, 
conduct cross-cultural studies to understand best practices, 
investigate long-term effects on student’s academic perfor-
mance, cultural identity, and social skills, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of teacher training programs that equip educa-
tors with the skills to incorporate traditional music into their 
teaching practices. By addressing these areas, future studies 
can build on this research to ensure that the rich heritage of 
traditional arts remains vibrant and relevant in contemporary 
education globally.
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