
INTRODUCTION
Traditional music represents a vital component of cul-
tural heritage, serving as a bridge between generations and 
a medium for transmitting values, history, and identity. 
Among the diverse musical traditions of China, the Tuhu, a 
two-stringed bowed instrument associated with the Zhuang 
ethnic group, holds a unique place. This instrument is cele-
brated for its rich, expressive tones and role in accompany-
ing the South Zhuang Opera and the Zhuang Eight-Tones 
Instrumental Ensemble (Chan, 2018; Qiu et al., 2023; Wang 
et al., 2023). Despite its cultural significance, Tuhu faces the 
threat of extinction due to limited formal educational ini-
tiatives, a shrinking pool of skilled players, and insufficient 
attention from mainstream music education systems. As edu-
cational institutions increasingly focus on globalized curric-
ula, traditional instruments like the Tuhu are often sidelined, 
making it imperative to explore innovative ways to preserve 
this musical heritage through school education (Feldman 
et al., 2020; Jian et al., 2024; Mellizo & Cabedo-Mas, 2024; 
Wang & Chonpairot, 2024).

The decline of Tuhu as a living tradition highlights crit-
ical challenges in promoting traditional music literacy in 
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modern educational contexts. Most Tuhu players are elderly 
individuals, and the number of practitioners decreases yearly 
due to aging and a lack of younger successors (Huang et al., 
2024; Isabirye, 2021; Li & Chaiyason, 2024). This situation 
is exacerbated by limited teaching resources, such as qualified 
instructors and comprehensive curricula dedicated to Tuhu. 
Furthermore, the Tuhu is rarely highlighted as a solo instru-
ment on professional stages, and there is little effort to com-
pose original works for it, leaving its potential underexplored. 
The absence of systematic institutional support has resulted 
in an inadequate promotion of Tuhu in educational settings, 
leaving students with minimal exposure to this instrument 
and its cultural significance (Gao & Li, 2024; Du & Leung, 
2022; Yang & Welch, 2023; Yu & Leung, 2019).

This study investigates the current promotion of tradi-
tional music literacy by preserving Tuhu, a Chinese musical 
instrument, within school education. Specifically, it exam-
ines the current efforts in integrating Tuhu into school curric-
ula, identifies gaps in its transmission process, and proposes 
strategies to enhance its role in fostering student cultural 
awareness (Abdallah & Alkaabi, 2023; Angel-Alvarado, 
2020). The study employs a case study approach, focusing 
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on educational institutions in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, where Tuhu has deep cultural roots. The study will 
provide actionable insights to bridge the gap between tra-
ditional music and contemporary education by analyzing 
the current practices and exploring the potential for reform 
(Peng, 2023; Sedwal, 2024; Zeng & Onlamul, 2023).

The significance of this research lies in its potential to 
contribute to the preservation of the Tuhu and the broader 
cultural heritage of the Zhuang people. Integrating traditional 
instruments like the Tuhu into school curricula enriches stu-
dents’ musical literacy and strengthens their cultural identity 
and appreciation for intangible cultural heritage (Peng, 2023; 
Tuo, 2023). This study aligns with global efforts to sustain 
traditional arts through education, recognizing schools as 
pivotal spaces for cultural preservation. By emphasizing the 
value of traditional music literacy, this research advocates 
for a balanced and inclusive approach to music education 
that respects and celebrates diversity, ensuring that instru-
ments like the Tuhu continue to inspire future generations 
(Crawford, 2020; Prest & Goble, 2021; Zhang et al., 2022).

Research Question

• How is traditional music literacy currently being pro-
moted through the preservation and integration of Tuhu, 
a Chinese musical instrument, in school education?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Traditional music literacy encompasses understanding, per-
forming, and appreciating musical traditions deeply rooted 
in cultural heritage. Promoting traditional music literacy in 
China involves integrating instruments like the Tuhu into 
education systems to ensure survival amidst cultural and 
societal shifts. Existing literature highlights the challenges 
of preserving such musical traditions, including limited 
institutional support, aging practitioners, and a lack of ded-
icated educational resources. This review explores the theo-
retical frameworks underpinning traditional music literacy, 
the current transmission and preservation efforts, and the 
role of education in sustaining cultural heritage.

Theoretical Framework: Traditional Music Literacy 
and Ethnomusicology

Traditional music literacy extends beyond the technical 
ability to play an instrument. It includes understanding its 
historical, cultural, and social contexts, thus fostering a 
deeper connection to heritage. Ethnomusicology provides 
a critical framework for analyzing the Tuhu’s cultural sig-
nificance within the Zhuang community. By examining the 
interplay between music and culture, ethnomusicology sheds 
light on how instruments like the Tuhu contribute to iden-
tity formation and intergenerational transmission of values. 
It emphasizes the need for a holistic approach to promot-
ing traditional music literacy, incorporating cultural narra-
tives, performance practices, and the socio-political factors 
influencing music education. This perspective highlights 
the Tuhu as an artifact and a living tradition with evolving 

meanings and functions (Abrahams, 2021; Blum, 2023; Shi 
& Nicolas, 2023).

Current Transmission and Preservation Efforts

The literature identifies multiple pathways for transmitting 
traditional music, including family-based oral traditions, 
community performances, and formal educational settings. 
However, in the case of Tuhu, most existing transmission 
methods rely on informal, community-driven practices. 
Elderly practitioners play a central role, but their numbers are 
dwindling, and younger generations are less engaged. Limited 
repertoire development and minimal solo performance 
opportunities further hinder Tuhu’s visibility and relevance 
in modern contexts. Although some universities in Guangxi 
incorporate Tuhu into research projects or ensemble perfor-
mances, these efforts are sporadic and lack systematic integra-
tion into broader educational frameworks. While promising, 
digital preservation initiatives are in nascent stages and have 
yet to make significant impacts (Bayley & Waldron, 2020; 
Karkina & Dyganova, 2023; Ng, 2020; Prest, 2020).

The Role of Education in Sustaining Cultural Heritage

Educational institutions are uniquely positioned to promote 
traditional music literacy by bridging the gap between infor-
mal traditions and formal learning environments. Schools 
can play a transformative role in preserving the Tuhu by 
integrating it into curricula through elective courses, work-
shops, and cultural festivals. By fostering interdisciplinary 
approaches that combine music with history and arts educa-
tion, students can develop a comprehensive understanding 
of Tuhu’s cultural significance. Theories of music culture 
and organology further underscore the importance of con-
textualizing the Tuhu within broader musical ecosystems, 
highlighting its construction, tonal characteristics, and sym-
bolic meanings. The use of digital platforms for teaching and 
learning, such as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), 
offers additional opportunities to democratize access to Tuhu 
education, especially in remote areas. These approaches 
enhance traditional music literacy and ensure Tuhu’s rele-
vance in contemporary educational and cultural landscapes 
(Jadidi Mohammadabadi et al., 2020; Shun & Boonsrianun, 
2023; Xie, 2024).

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research methodology to 
explore promoting traditional music literacy through pre-
serving and integrating the Tuhu into school education. 
A combination of case study and ethnographic approaches 
allows for a detailed investigation into the current practices, 
challenges, and opportunities associated with Tuhu educa-
tion. The research captures diverse perspectives on how the 
Tuhu is being preserved and transmitted by gathering data 
from key informants, general informants, and casual par-
ticipants. The methodology focuses on interviews, obser-
vations, and document analysis, ensuring a comprehensive 
understanding of Tuhu’s role in fostering traditional music 
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literacy (Du & Leung, 2022; Prosek & Gibson, 2021; Zhao 
et al., 2018).

Research Design and Key Informants
This qualitative study draws on insights from five key infor-
mants selected based on their expertise and involvement 
with Tuhu music. These informants include performers, edu-
cators, and cultural practitioners with extensive knowledge 
of Tuhu traditions and their integration into education.

The selection process for research sites and informants 
followed a systematic approach to ensure comprehensive 
coverage and replicability. Research sites were chosen 
based on their cultural significance to Tuhu traditions. 
They focused on areas in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region where the instrument is actively practiced, includ-
ing Nanning, Baise, Debao, and Jingxi. This decision was 
informed by preliminary research and consultations with 
local cultural organizations to identify communities with 
a rich Tuhu performance and education history. Initial 
contacts were made with cultural institutions and local 
music associations, which provided recommendations for 
potential participants. Additional informants were iden-
tified through referrals from initial participants, ensuring 
representation from diverse perspectives, including veteran 
performers, educators, and researchers. Their alignment 
with the following criteria guided the final selection of five 
informants:
• They are local experts who deeply understand Zhuang 

culture and Tuhu traditions.
• They possess professional experience in playing or 

teaching the Tuhu.
• They have contributed to transmitting Tuhu music 

through performances, education, or research.

Data Collection Methods
The study employed a structured approach to data collection 
to ensure a comprehensive exploration of the promotion of 
traditional music literacy through the preservation of Tuhu. 
This process involved selecting key research sites, recruiting 
informants with expertise in Tuhu music and education, and 
utilizing qualitative methods, including interviews, observa-
tions, and document analysis. The sequential steps of data 
collection are shown in Table 1.

Research Tools

This study employed carefully designed research tools to 
facilitate effective data collection. The tools were selected 
to gather comprehensive insights into Tuhu’s transmission, 
educational integration, and preservation challenges. The 
tools used and their specific purposes are shown in Table 2.

Data Analysis

The study used thematic and content analysis methods 
to analyze data on Tuhu’s preservation and promotion in 
education. Thematic analysis identified recurring themes 
in interview transcripts and field notes, such as challenges 
in transmission, cultural significance, and integration into 
curricula. Content analysis examined archival and policy 
documents to identify Tuhu’s historical transmission and 
promotion patterns, highlighting gaps and opportunities.

RESULTS

The findings of this study underscore the critical role of pro-
moting traditional music literacy in preserving the Tuhu, a 
culturally significant instrument of the Zhuang ethnic group. 
In this context, literacy extends beyond technical proficiency, 
encompassing the understanding of historical, cultural, and 
social dimensions that shape Tuhu’s identity. Through qual-
itative analysis, the research highlights the current state of 
Tuhu literacy, the challenges in its transmission, and the 
opportunities for fostering its integration into school educa-
tion. By addressing these dimensions, the study provides a 
roadmap for preserving the Tuhu as a living tradition, ensur-
ing its relevance in contemporary educational frameworks.

Current State of Tuhu Literacy

The research highlights a critical issue in promoting tradi-
tional music literacy related to the Tuhu, a culturally signifi-
cant instrument of the Zhuang ethnic group. While the Tuhu 
plays an essential role in Zhuang cultural practices, its inte-
gration into formal education remains inadequate. This lack 
of formal exposure means that students and educators are 
often unaware of Tuhu’s historical and cultural significance, 
its contribution to Zhuang identity, and the specialized tech-
niques required for its performance.

Table 1. Steps of data collection
Step Action Description
1 Selection of Research Sites The research focuses on key areas in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region where Tuhu 

traditions are prevalent, including Nanning, Baise, Debao, and Jingxi
2 Recruitment of Informants Five key informants, along with general and casual participants, were selected based on their 

expertise in Tuhu music and education
3 Interviews In-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted with the key informants to gather detailed 

insights on Tuhu’s playing techniques, transmission methods, and educational challenges
4 Observations Field observations of Tuhu performances and educational sessions were documented to capture 

the practical aspects of Tuhu’s preservation
5 Document Analysis Archival records, policy documents, and existing educational materials related to Tuhu were 

analyzed to understand the historical and institutional contexts of its transmission
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Currently, efforts to sustain Tuhu literacy are largely 
dependent on elderly practitioners. These individuals pos-
sess extensive knowledge and skills but face significant lim-
itations in transmitting this expertise to younger generations 
due to their age and declining numbers. Without structured 
educational support, their knowledge risks being lost.

This situation underscores the pressing need for compre-
hensive educational programs that address both the practical 
and theoretical dimensions of Tuhu literacy. Such programs 
would ensure that learners acquire the technical skills nec-
essary to play the Tuhu and develop an understanding of its 
cultural importance, thus bridging the gap between tradi-
tional practices and modern education. These efforts are vital 
to preserving the Tuhu as a living tradition and enriching 
students’ cultural and musical literacy.

Barriers to Promoting Tuhu Literacy
The research identified several critical barriers to advanc-
ing Tuhu literacy, shedding light on the systemic and cul-
tural challenges hindering the preservation and transmission 
of this traditional Zhuang musical heritage. These barriers 
reveal a complex interplay of aging traditions, institutional 
gaps, and a lack of resources, all contributing to the precari-
ous state of Tuhu literacy in contemporary education.

Aging practitioners
One of the most pressing challenges is the aging demo-
graphic of skilled Tuhu players. These practitioners, many 
elderly, serve as the primary custodians of Tuhu knowledge 
and techniques. Their ability to transmit this expertise is lim-
ited by age-related health issues and a diminishing number 
of successors willing or able to carry on the tradition. This 
reliance on a shrinking pool of aging practitioners creates a 
fragile dependency, leaving the continuity of Tuhu literacy 
at risk. Without a younger generation of learners, the direct 
transfer of skills and cultural knowledge may be lost, making 
finding alternative avenues for preservation imperative.

Lack of formal resources
The absence of standardized curricula, teaching materials, 
and institutional frameworks further exacerbates the chal-
lenges in promoting Tuhu literacy. Unlike traditional Chinese 
instruments that benefit from established educational sys-
tems and resources, the Tuhu remains largely unsupported in 
formal education. This lack of structured resources limits the 
ability of educators to teach the instrument systematically, 
leaving students with no clear pathway to engage with the 
Tuhu in either theoretical or practical contexts. Additionally, 
without documented materials or pedagogical tools, the 

transmission of knowledge relies solely on informal, oral 
traditions, which are inherently vulnerable to disruptions.

Limited integration in schools

Despite its cultural significance, the Tuhu is notably absent 
from school music programs. This exclusion deprives stu-
dents of opportunities to learn about and engage with an 
instrument with deep cultural and historical value for the 
Zhuang people. As vital platforms for fostering cultural liter-
acy, schools are underutilized in efforts to preserve the Tuhu. 
The lack of institutional commitment to integrating the Tuhu 
into school curricula perpetuates its marginalization, limit-
ing awareness among younger generations and weakening 
its role in the broader cultural landscape.

Role of Schools in Advancing Tuhu Literacy

The research highlights the critical role that educational 
institutions can play in fostering Tuhu literacy, bridging the 
gap between informal transmission and formalized learning. 
Schools are uniquely positioned to ensure the survival and 
growth of Tuhu traditions by integrating them into structured 
educational programs. This integration addresses the cur-
rent transmission challenges and creates new opportunities 
for cultivating a deeper appreciation of Tuhu’s cultural and 
musical significance among younger generations.

Structured platforms for literacy

Integrating the Tuhu into school curricula provides a formal 
structure to promote traditional music literacy. Through ded-
icated programs, schools can offer both practical instruction 
and cultural education, allowing students to understand the 
Tuhu beyond its technical aspects. Practical lessons in play-
ing the instrument can be supplemented with interdisciplin-
ary courses that connect Tuhu music to its historical, cultural, 
and social contexts. This dual approach ensures that students 
gain comprehensive literacy and appreciate the instrument as 
both an art form and a cultural artifact.

Enriching learning experiences

Schools can potentially create immersive learning envi-
ronments that deepen students’ engagement with the Tuhu. 
Initiatives such as music workshops and clubs can serve 
as interactive platforms where students explore Tuhu per-
formance techniques under the guidance of experienced 
instructors. Cultural events and festivals featuring Tuhu per-
formances can further enhance students’ experiential learn-
ing, fostering a sense of cultural pride and belonging. These 
activities provide opportunities for students to connect with 

Table 2. Research tools
Tool Purpose
Interview Forms Designed to elicit information about Tuhu’s transmission, challenges, and educational integration
Observation Sheets Used to document performance techniques, teaching practices, and cultural events featuring the Tuhu
Document Analysis Includes archival materials and policy documents to provide historical and contextual insights
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Zhuang traditions while developing their musical skills and 
cultural literacy.

Interdisciplinary and innovative approaches
By leveraging interdisciplinary teaching methods, schools 
can integrate Tuhu literacy into broader educational frame-
works. For example, history and art classes can include les-
sons on Tuhu’s origins, cultural significance, and aesthetic 
value, linking music education with other disciplines. This 
approach encourages students to view the Tuhu as part of 
a larger cultural ecosystem, enriching their educational 
experience. Moreover, these interdisciplinary connections 
help embed Tuhu traditions into the fabric of school culture, 
ensuring their sustained relevance.

Leveraging digital learning
Schools can also act as hubs for innovative educational 
approaches, mainly through digital learning platforms. 
Technologies such as Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs) and multimedia resources can make Tuhu edu-
cation accessible to a broader audience, including students 
in remote areas. Digital tools provide interactive content, 
including tutorials on playing techniques, historical narra-
tives, and cultural insights. These resources can be tailored 
to suit diverse learning styles and paces, allowing students to 
engage with Tuhu literacy on their terms. Digital platforms 
also facilitate collaborative learning, enabling students to 
share their progress, exchange ideas, and participate in vir-
tual Tuhu communities. This democratizes access to Tuhu 
education and encourages the sharing of cultural knowledge 
globally, promoting a broader appreciation for Zhuang musi-
cal traditions.

Strategies for Enhancing Tuhu Literacy
The study outlines a comprehensive set of strategies to over-
come the existing barriers and effectively promote Tuhu lit-
eracy. These strategies aim to create sustainable frameworks 
for preserving and transmitting this traditional musical 
instrument while fostering cultural awareness and appreci-
ation among students.

Development of educational materials
One critical step is the creation of tailored educational 
resources. Textbooks and digital learning tools that cater 
to various skill levels are essential to ensuring a systematic 
and accessible approach to learning Tuhu. These materi-
als should include historical context, playing techniques, 
and cultural significance, presented in a way that engages 
learners. Digital resources like video tutorials and interac-
tive platforms can enhance learning flexibility and reach 
broader audiences, particularly in remote or underserved 
areas. By providing structured and comprehensive content, 
educational materials can bridge the gap between informal 
traditions and formal instruction, laying a solid foundation 
for Tuhu literacy.

Teacher training programs

The role of educators is pivotal in advancing Tuhu literacy. 
Establishing targeted teacher training programs ensures 
instructors have the necessary skills and knowledge to 
teach Tuhu effectively. These programs should cover per-
formance techniques and pedagogical methods, enabling 
educators to inspire and guide students in their musical jour-
ney. Collaboration between experienced Tuhu practitioners 
and music educators can further enhance these training ini-
tiatives, fostering a rich exchange of knowledge and best 
practices. A well-trained teaching workforce is vital to the 
long-term success of Tuhu education and its integration into 
school systems.

Policy advocacy

Advocating for supportive policies is essential to institution-
alizing Tuhu literacy. Efforts to include the Tuhu and other 
traditional instruments in national and regional education 
plans can secure funding, infrastructure, and administrative 
backing for preservation initiatives. Policies prioritizing tra-
ditional music within curricula can elevate its importance 
alongside other subjects, ensuring students are exposed to the 
cultural richness of instruments like the Tuhu. Policymaker 
engagement also highlights the significance of cultural pres-
ervation as a national priority, providing the momentum 
needed to drive sustainable change.

Community engagement

Collaboration between schools, cultural practitioners, and 
local communities is crucial for creating a thriving eco-
system for Tuhu literacy. Schools can partner with local 
musicians, community leaders, and cultural organizations 
to host workshops, festivals, and performances celebrating 
the Tuhu. Such initiatives provide students with hands-on 
learning experiences and strengthen the connection between 
academic learning and cultural practice. Community 
engagement ensures that the Tuhu remains a living tradi-
tion passed on to future generations by fostering a sense of 
shared responsibility and pride. These strategies collectively 
address the multifaceted challenges of promoting Tuhu lit-
eracy, offering practical solutions for its preservation and 
growth in contemporary education.

Impact of Literacy on Tuhu Preservation

Promoting traditional music literacy significantly impacts the 
preservation of the Tuhu, ensuring its survival as a vibrant cul-
tural tradition. Literacy in this context extends beyond techni-
cal proficiency to encompass a deep appreciation of the Tuhu’s 
cultural and historical significance. Students who develop 
literacy in Tuhu learn to play the instrument and understand 
its role in the Zhuang community, including its connection 
to identity, heritage, and storytelling. This comprehensive 
understanding fosters a sense of ownership and pride among 
younger generations, inspiring them to participate in actively 
preserving and promoting this traditional art form.
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The benefits of literacy extend to raising the Tuhu’s visi-
bility in broader cultural and educational settings. As students 
and educators become more familiar with the instrument, the 
Tuhu gains recognition beyond its traditional roots, symbol-
izing cultural richness and diversity. Literacy efforts facili-
tate the integration of the Tuhu into school curricula, music 
programs, and public performances, ensuring its relevance in 
contemporary society. By embedding the Tuhu in education 
and cultural narratives, these initiatives create opportunities 
for it to reach new audiences, including those unfamiliar 
with Zhuang traditions.

Moreover, Tuhu literacy catalyzes community engage-
ment and intergenerational knowledge transfer. Students 
sharing their learning experiences with peers and family 
contribute to a broader appreciation and understanding of the 
instrument. This ripple effect strengthens community bonds 
and ensures that the Tuhu remains a living, evolving tradi-
tion. Ultimately, promoting Tuhu literacy bridges the gap 
between traditional practices and modern education, provid-
ing a sustainable pathway for preserving and revitalizing this 
culturally significant instrument.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The findings of this study align with the theoretical prin-
ciples of traditional music literacy and ethnomusicology, 
emphasizing the integration of historical, cultural, and social 
dimensions into musical education (Abrahams, 2021; Shi & 
Nicolas, 2023). As discussed in the literature, educational 
institutions’ critical role in promoting cultural heritage was 
evident in the potential for integrating the Tuhu into school 
curricula to ensure its survival as a living tradition (Prest 
& Goble, 2021). However, the challenges identified, such 
as the aging demographic of practitioners and the lack of 
formalized resources, highlight gaps in current theoretical 
models of music education and cultural preservation (Huang 
et al., 2024; Zeng & Onlamul, 2023).

The research findings confirm the importance of incor-
porating cultural narratives and performance practices into 
education, as suggested by ethnomusicology frameworks 
(Blum, 2023; Du & Leung, 2022). The role of the Tuhu as 
a cultural artifact and a dynamic tradition reinforces its sig-
nificance in fostering intergenerational knowledge transfer 
and identity formation within the Zhuang community (Shi 
& Nicolas, 2023). Consistent with theories of music culture, 
the study demonstrates how traditional instruments like the 
Tuhu can serve as vehicles for transmitting intangible cul-
tural heritage, mainly when supported by structured educa-
tional initiatives (Ng, 2020; Prest, 2020).

Despite theoretical support for integrating traditional 
music into formal education, the findings reveal a significant 
gap in practical implementation. The lack of standardized 
curricula, teacher training programs, and policy support 
underscores a disconnect between theory and practice (Li & 
Chaiyason, 2024; Wang & Chonpairot, 2024). Unlike other 
traditional instruments with established educational frame-
works, the Tuhu remains marginalized, limiting its visibility 
and relevance in modern educational contexts. This incon-
sistency calls for an urgent reevaluation of institutional 

priorities to include underrepresented cultural traditions in 
music education.

Broadening the scope, the findings also have implications 
for other traditional instruments worldwide. The challenges 
of aging practitioners, minimal institutional support, and 
limited visibility in formal education resonate with global 
issues faced by marginalized traditional music practices. For 
instance, instruments like the gamelan in Indonesia, the kora 
in West Africa, and indigenous flutes in Latin America face 
similar threats of declining cultural transmission and rele-
vance in educational systems. Educational frameworks that 
successfully integrate traditional instruments in other con-
texts—such as gamelan programs in Indonesian schools or 
collaborations between indigenous musicians and academic 
institutions in Canada—offer valuable insights into address-
ing these challenges (Crawford, 2020; Prest, 2020). By 
adopting a global perspective, the study highlights the need 
for shared strategies in cultural preservation, emphasizing 
cross-cultural exchange and collaborative learning.

The results highlight the role of schools in advancing 
Tuhu literacy, which aligns with prior research advocating for 
interdisciplinary approaches to cultural preservation through 
education (Jadidi Mohammadabadi et al., 2020; Shun & 
Boonsrianun, 2023). However, the study also emphasizes the 
need for more robust community engagement and collabora-
tion with cultural practitioners to ensure the authenticity and 
sustainability of Tuhu literacy initiatives (Crawford, 2020; 
Du & Leung, 2022).

The study emphasizes promoting traditional music liter-
acy to preserve the Tuhu, a culturally significant instrument 
of the Zhuang ethnic group. It highlights the challenges and 
opportunities of integrating Tuhu into school education, 
emphasizing the role of educational institutions in bridging 
the gap between informal transmission methods and for-
mal learning environments. A holistic approach to music 
education is crucial, integrating technical proficiency with 
cultural, historical, and social contexts. The study advocates 
for including traditional instruments like the Tuhu in school 
curricula, highlighting their value in fostering cultural iden-
tity and appreciation for intangible heritage. Policymakers 
and educators must prioritize developing tailored educa-
tional resources, teacher training programs, and supportive 
policies.

Future efforts should also emphasize fostering interna-
tional collaboration and dialogue on traditional music preser-
vation, creating platforms where global practices can inform 
local strategies. Initiatives like digital archives of global 
traditional music, international festivals, and exchange pro-
grams for traditional musicians and educators can contribute 
to a more inclusive and interconnected cultural preservation 
framework.

Further research could expand traditional music liter-
acy in China by integrating underrepresented instruments, 
assessing the impact of digital learning platforms, integrat-
ing instruments into school curricula, exploring communi-
ty-based preservation models, and examining successful 
models from other countries to inform strategies for sustain-
ing traditional instruments like the Tuhu.
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