
INTRODUCTION

Cultural art literacy has become a significant focus within 
educational frameworks integrating heritage, history, and ar-
tistic expression. With the rapid globalization of educational 
systems, the need to preserve and transmit cultural heritage 
through innovative means has become increasingly import-
ant (Goldberg, 2021; Sonkoly & Vahtikari, 2018). One such 
example is the integration of Peony Porcelain, a celebrated 
art form rooted in Chinese culture, into educational applica-
tions to enhance cultural art literacy. Peony Porcelain, known 
for its intricate craftsmanship and deep cultural symbolism, 
is a piece of artistic beauty and reflects profound historical 
and cultural narratives. Using this traditional art form in edu-
cation provides students with a medium to explore their cul-
tural heritage while developing broader artistic and critical 
thinking skills (Kuttner, 2020; Pan et al., 2024). This study 
investigates how incorporating Peony Porcelain into educa-
tional contexts can foster cultural art literacy and contribute 
to a more holistic understanding of art within culture-based 
learning environments.

The central problem addressed in this study is the lack of 
integration of traditional cultural art forms into modern edu-
cational curricula, which often focus on more contemporary 
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or Westernized art forms. As the world becomes increasingly 
interconnected, educational systems risk neglecting the local 
cultural heritage that once was pivotal in shaping societal 
values and identity. With its rich historical background and 
aesthetic value, Peony Porcelain offers an opportunity to 
bridge this gap by bringing traditional Chinese art into class-
rooms and educational settings. However, there has been 
limited research on how Peony Porcelain can be effectively 
integrated into educational programs and its impact on stu-
dents’ cultural art literacy (Cao, 2023; Lan & Phanlukthao, 
2024; Xu, 2023). This research problem necessitates a closer 
examination of the methods and outcomes of such integra-
tion, especially in fostering an appreciation for cultural heri-
tage and artistic expression among learners.

This study’s primary objective is to investigate the cultur-
al art literacy of Peony Porcelain in educational applications. 
Specifically, the research will explore the pedagogical meth-
ods used to incorporate Peony Porcelain into art education, 
how students engage with the material, and the outcomes 
regarding their cultural art literacy development. By focus-
ing on the unique properties of Peony Porcelain, including 
its historical significance, aesthetic value, and symbolic 
meanings, this study aims to assess how educational appli-
cations can use such cultural art forms to enhance student’s 
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understanding of both art and culture (Gu & Laoakka, 2024; 
Hu & Choi, 2024). The study also aims to provide educa-
tors with insights into how traditional art forms like Peony 
Porcelain can be used as a tool to enrich the curriculum and 
support students in making connections between artistic 
practice and cultural heritage.

The significance of this research lies in its potential to 
contribute to the broader discourse on cultural art literacy 
and heritage education. By exploring how Peony Porcelain 
can be utilized in educational settings, this study provides a 
model for integrating traditional art forms into modern ped-
agogical approaches, promoting cultural preservation and 
innovative learning experiences. In doing so, the research of-
fers valuable insights for educators, curriculum developers, 
and policymakers interested in fostering cultural awareness 
and literacy among students. Furthermore, this research em-
phasizes the importance of maintaining cultural continuity 
in an era of rapid technological and societal change, where 
traditional art forms are often overlooked in favor of more 
contemporary mediums (Goldberg, 2021; Yuxiao & Sirisuk, 
2024). The findings of this study serve as a foundation for 
further research on the use of other traditional cultural arti-
facts in educational settings and their role in promoting cul-
tural literacy and artistic expression.

Research Question

• How does integrating Peony Porcelain in education-
al applications contribute to developing cultural art 
literacy?

LITERATURE REVIEW

As an educational framework, cultural art literacy is ground-
ed in theories that emphasize the importance of art as a means 
of cultural preservation and personal expression. With the 
increasing need to integrate cultural heritage into modern 
educational practices, various scholars and educators have 
explored how traditional art forms can enhance students’ un-
derstanding of their cultural identity and history. This review 
will focus on three key areas relevant to integrating Peony 
Porcelain in educational applications: the development of 
cultural art literacy, the role of traditional art forms in edu-
cation, and the pedagogical methods for integrating cultural 
heritage into modern curricula.

Cultural Art Literacy

The concept of cultural art literacy stems from broader lit-
eracy theories emphasizing the ability to read, interpret, and 
engage with symbols, forms, and narratives rooted in cul-
tural traditions. Unlike conventional literacy, which focuses 
primarily on written texts, cultural art literacy broadens the 
scope to include visual and tactile forms of communication, 
such as paintings, sculptures, and other artistic creations. 
In the case of Peony Porcelain, students learn to appreciate 
the artwork’s aesthetic qualities and understand the cultural 
and historical contexts in which it was produced. Cultural 
art literacy involves cognitive and emotional engagement 

as learners interpret the significance of artistic forms while 
developing a deeper connection to their cultural heritage 
(Lopatovska et al., 2016; Peter, 2017).

Art educators have long advocated for including cultural 
elements in art teaching, arguing that it enriches students’ 
understanding of the world and helps them develop critical 
thinking skills. Theories of art education suggest that by en-
gaging with traditional art forms, students can cultivate a 
sense of cultural continuity, which is essential for fostering 
a well-rounded understanding of local and global cultures. 
Within this framework, the integration of Peony Porcelain 
into educational applications serves not only to enhance 
aesthetic literacy but also to promote cultural literacy by 
teaching students the meanings and values associated with 
traditional Chinese art (Duncum, 2015; Hunter et al., 2018).

The Role of Traditional Art Forms in Education
Traditional art forms like Peony Porcelain hold significant 
educational value as they link students to their cultural her-
itage. According to educational theories centered on cultur-
al transmission, traditional art forms function as a medium 
through which cultural knowledge, practices, and values are 
passed down from generation to generation. With its intri-
cate designs and deep symbolic meanings, Peony Porcelain 
exemplifies this role by visually representing Chinese cul-
tural history. Traditional art forms can help students engage 
with cultural narratives that might otherwise be inaccessible 
through contemporary art forms when integrated into educa-
tional settings (Pavlou, 2020; Tan, 2015).

The educational value of traditional art forms lies in their 
aesthetic appeal and ability to communicate cultural values 
and historical events. By studying Peony Porcelain, students 
are exposed to the social, political, and economic contexts 
that influenced its creation. This form of education allows 
learners to see art as more than just an object of beauty; it 
becomes a historical document that offers insights into the 
cultural identity of its creators. Theories of cultural repro-
duction in education argue that by engaging with traditional 
art forms, students can develop a sense of belonging to their 
cultural community and understand their place within the 
broader narrative of history (Bao et al., 2016; Wolff, 2021).

Pedagogical Approaches to Integrating Cultural 
Heritage in Education
Integrating cultural heritage into educational curricula re-
quires pedagogical approaches prioritizing student engage-
ment with cultural artifacts. Educational theories suggest 
that experiential learning, where students actively participate 
in creating or studying art, is one of the most effective meth-
ods for fostering cultural art literacy. In the case of Peony 
Porcelain, this could involve hands-on activities such as por-
celain crafting, guided tours of art exhibitions, or multimedia 
presentations that explore the history and significance of the 
art form. Such approaches align with constructivist theo-
ries of learning, which emphasize the importance of active 
student involvement in the learning process (Sawyer, 2018; 
Voukelatou, 2019).
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Another crucial pedagogical approach is inquiry-based 
learning, where students are encouraged to explore questions 
and problems related to cultural artifacts. For example, stu-
dents studying Peony Porcelain might be asked to research 
the symbolism of the peony in Chinese culture, the historical 
development of porcelain craftsmanship, or the role of art 
in political and social movements. By framing their study 
of Peony Porcelain within more significant questions about 
culture and history, students can make connections between 
their own experiences and the cultural narratives represented 
by the art form. This approach enhances cultural art literacy 
and encourages critical thinking and independent learning 
(Costes-Onishi et al., 2020; Dumitru, 2019).

METHOD
This study employs a qualitative research methodology to 
explore the role of Peony Porcelain in developing cultural 
art literacy through educational applications. The qualitative 
approach is chosen to capture the subjective experiences, 
narratives, and interpretations of participants deeply in-
volved in the Peony Porcelain industry and its educational 
applications. This method allows for in-depth exploration of 
cultural and educational themes and how Peony Porcelain 
contributes to cultural art literacy within different contexts. 
The research is conducted through field surveys, interviews, 
and observations to gather comprehensive and detailed data 
(Flood et al., 2015; Merriam & Tisdell, 2015).

The study takes place in three key districts in Luoyang 
City, where Peony Porcelain production, cultural activities, 
and education are integrated. The research employs purpo-
sive sampling to identify and select individuals with first-
hand experience with Peony Porcelain, ensuring that the 
insights collected reflect this art form’s historical and con-
temporary applications in educational settings. The select-
ed participants offer valuable perspectives on how Peony 
Porcelain fosters cultural identity and educational literacy.

Literature Review and Preliminary Research
The first step involves reviewing existing literature on Peony 
Porcelain, cultural art literacy, and educational methodolo-
gies. This step establishes a foundation for the research 
and helps identify key themes and questions that must be 
addressed. Additionally, it provides a theoretical framework 
that supports the investigation of Peony Porcelain’s role in 
education.

Population Selection
The research identifies three distinct population groups in 
Luoyang City. These groups represent individuals who are 
directly or indirectly involved in the production, dissemina-
tion, and consumption of Peony Porcelain:
• Peony Porcelain makers and designers
• Historians and cultural experts
• Educators and students involved in Peony Porcelain ed-

ucational programs

Sampling and Recruitment
Purposive sampling selects 39 participants across three 
groups: key informants, general informants, and casual in-
formants. These groups represent a wide range of perspec-
tives necessary for exploring the role of Peony Porcelain in 
cultural art literacy, as shown in Table 1.

Data Collection
Data is collected through in-depth interviews, field surveys, 
and direct observation. The interviews are semi-structured, 
allowing flexibility in conversation while ensuring that key 
research questions are addressed. Participants are asked 
about their experiences with Peony Porcelain, their under-
standing of its cultural significance, and its role in educa-
tional applications.

Field surveys are conducted in museums, exhibitions, 
and educational institutions to observe how Peony Porcelain 
is integrated into educational activities. Additionally, work-
shops and museum programs are observed to gather insights 
into how learners engage with the material, as shown in 
Table 2.

Data Analysis
The data collected from interviews, field surveys, and obser-
vations are analyzed using thematic analysis. This process 
involves coding the data into themes that relate to cultural art 
literacy and the educational applications of Peony Porcelain. 
Key themes that emerge include the role of Peony Porcelain 
in preserving cultural identity, its impact on learners’ under-
standing of Chinese heritage, and how it enhances engage-
ment in art education.

Table 2. Data Collection
Method Description
Interviews Semi-structured interviews with key and 

general informants
Field Surveys Observations in museums, exhibitions, and 

educational settings
Direct Observation Engagement with educational workshops 

and exhibitions

Table 1. Sampling and Recruitment
Informant Group Number Description
Key Informants 10 Individuals with historical 

and technical knowledge of 
Peony Porcelain

General Informants 9 Museum and exhibition 
staff familiar with 
educational and display 
practices

Casual Informants 20 Tourists, students, and 
residents who engage with 
Peony Porcelain as part of 
cultural activities
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Ethical Considerations

This study adheres to ethical guidelines in qualitative re-
search. Participants provide informed consent, ensuring 
they know the research objectives and their role in the study. 
Confidentiality is maintained, and participants’ identities are 
protected. This mixed-method approach enables the study to 
explore participants’ diverse experiences and insights, con-
tributing to a deeper understanding of how Peony Porcelain 
functions as a cultural and educational development tool.

RESULTS

The research results presented in this section focus on 
how integrating Peony Porcelain into educational settings 
contributes to the development of cultural art literacy. By 
examining historical, artistic, pedagogical, and creative as-
pects, this analysis reveals the multifaceted impact of Peony 
Porcelain in fostering literacy. Through this exploration, we 
observe how Peony Porcelain’s educational applications al-
low students to appreciate its cultural significance and devel-
op comprehensive skills in understanding, interpreting, and 
engaging with traditional Chinese art. The findings high-
light the different dimensions of literacy that are enhanced 
through this integration.

Historical Literacy in Understanding Peony Porcelain’s 
Cultural Evolution

Historical literacy refers to understanding and engaging 
with the past, analyzing historical developments’ context, 
events, and cultural significance. In the context of Peony 
Porcelain, historical literacy is fostered by exploring its or-
igins, craftsmanship, and role in Chinese cultural history. 
Peony Porcelain’s journey, from its early development to 
its contemporary significance, provides students with valu-
able insight into the evolution of Chinese art and culture. By 
integrating Peony Porcelain into educational applications, 
students develop a deeper understanding of its historical 
context, enriching their historical literacy.

The history of Peony Porcelain can be traced back to its 
origins as a form of art that blends traditional Chinese por-
celain craftsmanship with the symbolic cultural representa-
tion of the peony flower, often referred to as the “King of 
Flowers.”. Historically, the peony has been associated with 
wealth, prosperity, and beauty, particularly during the Tang 
Dynasty, when it was widely admired and cultivated. This 
association became intertwined with porcelain art, eventu-
ally giving birth to the unique form of Peony Porcelain. By 
learning about the historical significance of the peony flow-
er in Chinese culture and its translation into porcelain art, 
students enhance their historical literacy, recognizing how 
cultural values are reflected and preserved through artistic 
forms.

The development of Peony Porcelain over time can be 
divided into several critical periods, each contributing to stu-
dents’ understanding of the historical and cultural shifts that 
influenced the art form. The early period before 2009 saw 
the creation of Peony Porcelain as an artistic response to the 

desire to preserve the beauty of peonies in a permanent form. 
The following decade, from 2009 to 2019, they have marked 
a significant period of growth for Peony Porcelain, with art-
ists like Li Xuewu leading the charge in blending tradition-
al craftsmanship with modern techniques. Integrating these 
developments into educational applications helps students 
trace Peony Porcelain’s evolution trajectory, enhancing their 
ability to connect historical events and artistic innovation.

Students’ engagement with the history of Peony Porcelain 
allows them to develop literacy and understand the broader 
context of Chinese cultural heritage. Through studying key 
historical figures and events, such as the role of Luoyang 
in Chinese civilization and its status as the cradle of Peony 
Porcelain, students can appreciate the art form as part of a 
larger historical narrative, as shown in Figure 1. Students 
develop a nuanced understanding of how art reflects and 
shapes history by examining how Peony Porcelain evolved 
from traditional Tang Sancai porcelain, widely admired 
during the Tang Dynasty, to a modern cultural symbol. This 
understanding fosters critical thinking and analytical skills 
as part of historical literacy.

Moreover, studying the integration of Peony Porcelain 
into modern-day culture and tourism provides students 
with insights into how historical art forms can be preserved 
and adapted to contemporary society. The establishment of 
museums and exhibition halls, such as the Luoyang Peony 
Porcelain Museum, as shown in Figure 2, and including 

Figure 1. Luoyang Tang Sancai Porcelain
Source: Jie Li, from fieldwork in January 2024

Figure 2. Luoyang Tang Sancai Porcelain
Source: Jie Li, from fieldwork in January 2024
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Peony Porcelain in national and international exhibitions 
demonstrate how traditional art forms continue to thrive in 
modern times. By learning about these efforts to preserve 
and promote Peony Porcelain, students are encouraged to 
think critically about the role of historical preservation in 
cultural literacy and the importance of continuity between 
past and present.

Visual and Artistic Literacy Through the Craft of Peony 
Porcelain
One of the key elements of visual and artistic literacy is the 
ability to interpret patterns and symbolism in art. Peony 
Porcelain is renowned for using the peony flower as a central 
motif, symbolizing wealth, prosperity, and beauty in Chinese 
culture. The detailed representation of the peony in porcelain 
art requires understanding both the visual elements and the 
cultural significance behind the design. Students learning 
about Peony Porcelain can enhance their literacy by inter-
preting how artists depict the peony’s intricate petals, bold 
colors, and harmonious integration with the porcelain sur-
face, as shown in Figure 3. This analysis helps students de-
velop a vocabulary for discussing visual art, improving their 
ability to critique and appreciate artistic works.

The colors used in Peony Porcelain are another vital as-
pect of fostering visual literacy. Traditional colors such as 
the rich reds, vibrant greens, and soft pastels of the peony 
are carefully applied to the porcelain surface, often through 
complex glazing techniques. By studying these color appli-
cations, students learn about the technical aspects of porce-
lain glazing and how color influences mood and meaning 
in art. The hands-on experience with these color techniques, 
whether through observation or practice, allows students to 
deepen their artistic literacy by directly engaging with the 
materials and processes used in Peony Porcelain produc-
tion. This engagement enhances their ability to recognize the 
emotional and symbolic power of color in visual art.

In addition to patterns and colors, Peony Porcelain pro-
vides a unique opportunity for students to develop their skills 
in interpreting artistic composition. The balance and symme-
try of peony patterns, often spreading across the porcelain’s 

surface, invite students to consider how space and form 
create beauty. The composition of Peony Porcelain designs 
often reflects traditional Chinese artistic principles, such as 
harmony and balance, which students can study to improve 
their understanding of visual art structures. By engaging 
with these compositions, students enhance their visual lit-
eracy, gaining the ability to assess how different elements 
within an artwork contribute to its overall aesthetic impact.

Finally, hands-on experience with Peony Porcelain en-
hances students’ artistic literacy through the act of creation. 
Crafting Peony Porcelain involves learning techniques such 
as molding, glazing, and painting, which require a deep un-
derstanding of the materials and artistic principles. By par-
ticipating in the creation of Peony Porcelain, students learn 
the technical skills necessary for porcelain craftsmanship 
and develop their artistic expression capacity. This direct en-
gagement allows them to appreciate better the labor, skill, 
and creativity involved in producing art, fostering a more 
profound connection to the artistic process. The tactile ex-
perience of working with porcelain clay and glazes also en-
courages students to explore their creative potential, further 
enriching their artistic literacy.

Cultural and Creative Literacy in Modern Educational 
Applications of Peony Porcelain
Integrating Peony Porcelain into modern educational ap-
plications plays a significant role in promoting cultural and 
creative literacy. Through various projects, exhibitions, and 
creative reinterpretations, individuals engage with Peony 
Porcelain in ways that blend traditional craftsmanship with 
contemporary educational methods. This approach enriches 
cultural understanding and encourages innovative thinking, 
providing a platform for exploring artistic expression while 
maintaining a connection to historical and cultural roots.

Creative literacy is enhanced by engaging with Peony 
Porcelain through hands-on, experiential activities that involve 
designing, crafting, and exhibiting porcelain pieces. These 
activities allow participants to explore traditional artistic el-
ements such as floral motifs, patterns, and color symbolism 
while experimenting with modern interpretations and appli-
cations. For instance, reimagining the symbolic significance 
of the peony flower in porcelain designs encourages creative 
thought processes, fostering a deeper connection between 
historical art forms and contemporary creative expression, as 
shown in Figure 4. This process enhances cultural literacy by 
allowing for a broader understanding of the meanings embed-
ded in Peony Porcelain and their relevance in modern times.

Exhibitions and public displays of Peony Porcelain also 
serve as a vital tool for promoting creative literacy. By pre-
senting porcelain works in curated exhibitions, individuals 
gain opportunities to engage with the cultural narratives em-
bedded in the porcelain. These exhibitions not only celebrate 
the artistic and cultural value of Peony Porcelain but also 
offer platforms for innovation and reinterpretation. Each ex-
hibit showcases the blending of traditional aesthetics with 
new, creative concepts, enhancing the audience’s apprecia-
tion of Peony Porcelain’s cultural heritage and potential for 
future adaptations.

Figure 3. Peony Porcelain Exhibition
Source: Jie Li, from fieldwork in January 2024
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Furthermore, creative literacy is developed through in-
terdisciplinary projects that integrate Peony Porcelain with 
other art forms or cultural studies. These projects encour-
age an exploration of porcelain as an artistic medium and a 
cultural artifact that interacts with broader themes such as 
identity, heritage, and globalization. By drawing connections 
between Peony Porcelain and other disciplines, individuals 
gain a more comprehensive understanding of its cultural sig-
nificance and are empowered to adapt it creatively within a 
contemporary framework.

In modern educational applications, Peony Porcelain 
serves as a vehicle for connecting past and present, tra-
dition and innovation. By engaging with this art form 
creatively, participants can preserve cultural heritage and 
reinterpret it in ways that resonate with modern audiences. 
This dynamic interplay between preservation and inno-
vation enriches cultural and creative literacy, positioning 
Peony Porcelain as a valuable tool for fostering a deeper 
understanding of cultural art forms in the context of con-
temporary education.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The findings from this study on integrating Peony Porcelain 
into educational applications align with the existing theoreti-
cal principles on cultural art literacy and the role of tradition-
al art forms in education. The results demonstrate that Peony 
Porcelain, as a cultural artifact, enhances various dimensions 
of cultural art literacy, including historical, visual, and cre-
ative literacy. These findings are consistent with the liter-
ature emphasizing the importance of integrating traditional 
art forms into education to foster cultural preservation and 
critical thinking skills (Duncum, 2015; Peter, 2017).

Regarding historical literacy, the results confirm that stu-
dents engaged with Peony Porcelain appreciate its aesthetic 
qualities and gain a deeper understanding of Chinese cul-
tural heritage. This aligns with Pavlou (2020), who argued 
that traditional art forms provide educational value by link-
ing students to their cultural history. As the study showed, 
Peony Porcelain’s evolution from Tang Sancai porcelain to 
its contemporary significance enables students to trace the 

historical development of Chinese art, supporting the theory 
of cultural reproduction in education (Wolff, 2021).

Developing visual and artistic literacy through Peony 
Porcelain also supports theories in art education that promote 
experiential learning (Sawyer, 2018). By engaging with the 
patterns, colors, and composition of Peony Porcelain, stu-
dents enhance their ability to interpret visual art and its cul-
tural meanings, consistent with Lopatovska et al. (2016). 
The hands-on activities involving crafting porcelain pieces 
deepen students’ connection to the artistic process, confirm-
ing the importance of experiential learning in fostering artis-
tic literacy (Voukelatou, 2019).

However, the study also revealed challenges in fully inte-
grating Peony Porcelain into modern educational curricula. 
These challenges include a need for more awareness among 
educators about the pedagogical value of traditional art forms 
and the limited availability of resources for teaching such 
subjects. These findings are inconsistent with the assumption 
that cultural art forms are easily adaptable to all educational 
contexts, as posited by Hunter et al. (2018). More targeted 
efforts are needed to train educators and provide materials 
that facilitate using traditional art forms like Peony Porcelain 
in diverse educational settings.

The study also highlighted the potential for creative lit-
eracy development through Peony Porcelain. Exhibitions 
and interdisciplinary projects involving Peony Porcelain 
enable students to explore the fusion of tradition and inno-
vation, supporting theories that promote creative expression 
as an essential component of cultural literacy (Dumitru, 
2019). As participants reinterpreted the symbolic signifi-
cance of the peony flower in their porcelain designs, they 
engaged in creative thinking that connected traditional ar-
tistic elements with modern educational goals, aligning with 
Kuttner’s (2020) framework for cultural citizenship through 
art education.

This research contributes to the growing literature on 
cultural art literacy by demonstrating how integrating Peony 
Porcelain into educational applications can enhance students’ 
understanding of cultural heritage and foster artistic, histor-
ical, and creative literacy. The findings are broadly consis-
tent with existing theoretical frameworks that emphasize the 
role of traditional art forms in promoting cultural continuity 
and critical thinking in education (Duncum, 2015; Pavlou, 
2020). By engaging with Peony Porcelain, students under-
stand the technical and symbolic aspects of this traditional 
Chinese art form while developing a deeper appreciation for 
cultural preservation (Hunter et al., 2018; Sawyer, 2018).

Despite the overall positive impact of integrating Peony 
Porcelain into educational curricula, specific challenges per-
sist. The limited availability of resources and the lack of ed-
ucator preparedness suggest that further efforts are needed 
to ensure the widespread adoption of traditional art forms 
in educational settings. Addressing these challenges will 
require collaboration between policymakers, curriculum de-
velopers, and educators to create a supportive environment 
for teaching cultural art literacy (Lan & Phanlukthao, 2024).

Further research could explore the long-term effects of 
integrating Peony Porcelain and other traditional art forms 

Figure 4. Peony Porcelain Display in the National 
Ceremony Art Exhibition Hall
Source: Jie Li, from fieldwork in January 2024
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on students’ cultural literacy development. Comparative 
studies between different Chinese art forms could provide 
deeper insights into their contributions to cultural literacy. 
Educator training programs could be developed to integrate 
traditional art forms into teaching effectively. Additionally, 
cross-cultural applications could be explored to understand 
how non-Chinese students engage with and interpret tradi-
tional Chinese art.
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