International Journal of Education & Literacy Studies
ISSN: 2202-9478
www.ijels.aiac.org.au

AL

Flourishing Creativity & Literacy

IJELS

Educating for the Future

Literacy Transmission Practices for the Preservation of Wuyue Ceremonial Chinese Folk Songs

Xin You*, Natthapong Prathumchan
College of Music, Mahasarakham University, Thailand

Corresponding author: Xin You, E-mail: xinyou.msu@gmail.com

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history

Received: July 12, 2024
Accepted: October 15, 2024
Published: October 31, 2024
Volume: 12

Wuyue ceremonial Chinese folk songs, historically performed during sacrificial ceremonies,
represent a significant part of China’s intangible cultural heritage. These songs are deeply
rooted in ancient Chinese religious practices and are important for preserving cultural identity.
This study investigates the literacy transmission practices that contribute to the preservation
of Wuyue ceremonial folk songs. The research focuses on how written and digital forms of
documentation can complement the oral traditions traditionally used to transmit Wuyue. The
study was conducted in Qinghai Province, where Wuyue originated, involving three key
informants, including cultural scholars, educators, and local performers deeply engaged in
preserving Wuyue. Data was collected through semi-structured interviews, field observations,
and document analysis, then analyzed using thematic analysis. The results highlight the declining
prevalence of Wuyue due to modernization and generational disengagement. However, the shift
towards literacy-based transmission, including written documentation and digital archiving, has
played a crucial role in preserving Wuyue. Educational programs and digital platforms offer
promising avenues for revitalizing this tradition. The study suggests further integration of Wuyue
into formal education and the development of innovative digital strategies to engage younger
generations. These findings provide valuable insights into balancing modernization with cultural
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heritage preservation.
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INTRODUCTION

The preservation and transmission of intangible cultural
heritage has garnered increasing attention in the contem-
porary world, particularly in the context of traditional folk
music forms. One such form is the Wuyue, a ceremonial
Chinese folk song historically used in sacrificial ceremo-
nies (Howard, 2016; Song et al., 2019; Wang & Ye, 2022).
Wuyue represents an ancient musical expression deeply
rooted in Chinese religious and social practices. These cer-
emonial songs, performed during sacrifices to communicate
with the gods, hold a unique place in Chinese history. They
reflect the complex relationship between culture, spirituality,
and music, making their preservation vital to maintaining the
cultural identity of the regions where they originated (Deng,
2020; Lidskog, 2016). However, with the rapid moderniza-
tion of China and the shift in societal values, many traditional
practices, including Wuyue, face the risk of extinction. This
study seeks to investigate the literacy transmission practic-
es that contribute to the preservation of Wuyue ceremonial
songs and how these practices can be revitalized to ensure
their sustainability for future generations.

The central problem confronting Wuyue and similar folk
traditions is the significant decline in their transmission,
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primarily due to changing societal priorities and the mod-
ernization of education systems. Traditionally, Wuyue was
passed down orally from one generation to the next through
performances and community events, such as sacrificial
ceremonies and folk gatherings. However, traditional mu-
sic forms are gradually marginalized as the education sys-
tem increasingly focuses on literacy and modern knowledge
(Campbell, 2017; Pitts, 2019; Wu & Xu, 2023). The absence
of systematic documentation and formal education and the
lack of integration of these songs into modern curricula ex-
acerbates the decline. Additionally, younger generations are
more inclined toward globalized music trends, often viewing
Wauyue as outdated and irrelevant to contemporary life. This
shift has led to a cultural gap, where the younger population
is less familiar with or indifferent to the folk traditions that
have shaped their heritage. Addressing this problem requires
a comprehensive examination of the current literacy trans-
mission practices and how these can be restructured to align
with modern educational and cultural contexts (Chang et al.,
2024; Gao & Karin, 2023; Minor, 2023; Zhang & Thotham,
2024).

The objective of this study is to investigate the litera-
cy transmission practices for the preservation of Wuyue
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ceremonial Chinese folk songs. While oral transmission
has traditionally been the primary method of passing down
Wauyue, this study focuses on how written and documented
forms of literacy can play a role in preserving this cultur-
al treasure. By examining Wuyue transmission’s historical,
cultural, and educational aspects, the study aims to identify
effective literacy-based strategies that can contribute to the
preservation and revitalization of these ceremonial songs.
These strategies could include integrating Wuyue into for-
mal education systems, using digital tools for documentation
and dissemination, and developing comprehensive curricu-
la that emphasize the cultural importance of folk music.
Furthermore, the study will explore the potential of combin-
ing traditional oral methods with modern literacy practices
to create a more sustainable model for Wuyue transmission
(Chen, 2024; Breuer, 2001).

The significance of this research lies in its potential to
contribute to the broader field of cultural preservation, par-
ticularly in the context of Chinese folk music. Understanding
how literacy transmission practices can support the preserva-
tion of Wuyue provides insights into the challenges and op-
portunities of maintaining intangible cultural heritage in an
increasingly globalized and modernized society. Moreover,
the study’s findings could serve as a framework for the pres-
ervation of other endangered folk traditions, not only in
China but also in other parts of the world where similar cul-
tural erosion is taking place. By investigating the role of lit-
eracy in the preservation of Wuyue, this research highlights
the importance of balancing modernization with cultural
heritage conservation, ensuring that these ancient ceremoni-
al songs remain a living, vibrant part of Chinese culture for
future generations.

Research Question

e How do literacy transmission practices contribute to the
preservation of Wuyue ceremonial Chinese folk songs?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The Wuyue ceremonial Chinese folk songs, which hold
significant historical and spiritual importance, are at risk of
being lost in the face of modern societal changes. The theo-
retical frameworks related to the literacy transmission prac-
tices that contribute to the preservation of Wuyue ceremonial
songs. Three key areas will be discussed: oral tradition as a
form of cultural transmission, the role of literacy in the pres-
ervation of intangible cultural heritage, and the intersection
of modern educational practices with traditional folk music.

Oral Tradition and Cultural Transmission

The primary transmission mode for Wuyue songs, as with
many traditional music forms, has historically been oral.
Oral tradition, a cornerstone in the study of intangible her-
itage, emphasizes the role of communal memory, live per-
formance, and generational transmission without reliance on
written records. The theory of orality suggests that cultures
with strong oral traditions, such as the rural communities

where Wuyue originated, depend on storytelling, singing,
and communal activities to pass down knowledge and prac-
tices (Lowry, 1996; McLaren, 1998). In the case of Wuyue,
these songs were often performed during sacrificial ceremo-
nies, functioning as both a spiritual practice and a means
of reinforcing social cohesion. However, oral transmission
alone presents limitations, particularly in modern contexts
where younger generations are increasingly disconnected
from these traditions. The decline in the practice of Wuyue
is partly attributed to the reduced frequency of communal
gatherings and the shifting cultural priorities of younger in-
dividuals, who are more likely to engage with contemporary
forms of music and entertainment (Mahuika, 2019; Tang,
2021).

Literacy and Preservation of Intangible Cultural
Heritage

While oral tradition remains a vital aspect of Wuyue, litera-
cy, specifically the documentation and recording of folk tra-
ditions, has emerged as a critical tool in the preservation of
endangered cultural forms. Literacy transmission practices
involve the use of written records, musical scores, and ac-
ademic studies to document and disseminate folk songs. In
the context of Wuyue, the shift from an exclusively oral tra-
dition to one that incorporates literacy practices can provide
a framework for safeguarding these songs for future genera-
tions. Literacy allows for the creation of permanent records,
which can be archived, studied, and revived even in the ab-
sence of live performances (Duan & Choatchamrat, 2023;
Gong et al., 2024; Wu & Chuangprakhon, 2024). Moreover,
literacy-based transmission can expand Wuyue’s reach be-
yond its traditional geographic boundaries, making it acces-
sible to a global audience through publications, recordings,
and digital media. The theory of literacy in cultural preser-
vation posits that while oral traditions capture folk music’s
fluid and dynamic nature, literacy helps stabilize and pre-
serve these traditions in the face of cultural erosion (Bronner,
2019; Iyengar & Smith, 2016). Digital preservation tools
like the China Intangible Cultural Heritage Digital Pavilion
and UNESCO’s Digital Archive Initiative are enhancing the
longevity of cultural practices like Wuyue. These platforms
create interactive records, catalogue oral traditions, and pre-
serve performance nuances. Al-driven music transcription
software aids in automated documentation, but the challenge
lies in balancing authenticity with literacy and digital tools
(Thwaites, 2021; Zhu, 2024). In this context, the challenge
lies in finding a balance between maintaining the authentic-
ity of Wuyue as an oral art form and leveraging literacy to
ensure its survival.

Integration of Modern Education and Folk Music
Transmission

The intersection of modern education with traditional mu-
sic transmission provides another theoretical lens through
which the preservation of Wuyue can be examined. The
theory of educational integration argues that when properly
designed, formal education systems can serve as a vehicle
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for the transmission of folk music traditions. Traditional mu-
sic, such as Wuyue, is often excluded from school curricu-
la, leading to a generational gap in knowledge and practice.
However, the integration of folk music into the educational
system offers a means to revitalize interest in these traditions
among younger generations. This approach involves incor-
porating Wuyue into music education, developing teaching
materials based on folk music, and promoting cultural lit-
eracy that values traditional forms alongside contemporary
ones. Modern educational practices can also facilitate the
development of new transmission methods, such as digital
media, which provide students with greater access to tra-
ditional music archives (Crawford, 2017; Dorfman, 2022;
Green, 2017). Emerging digital tools in educational settings,
such as online music learning platforms and virtual reality
(VR) enhanced performances, make traditional folk music
more engaging for students. These technologies allow for
immersive experiences, where students can “participate”
in traditional Wuyue performances through virtual envi-
ronments, thus bridging the gap between modern students
and ancient traditions (Bauer, 2020; Sai, 2024). By com-
bining traditional oral methods with written and recorded
forms of transmission, schools can create a hybrid model of
cultural preservation that resonates with both modern and
traditional audiences. The educational approach, therefore,
complements the literacy transmission practices and ensures
that Wuyue continues to be an active and evolving part of
Chinese cultural heritage.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design to explore
the literacy transmission practices contributing to the preser-
vation of Wuyue ceremonial Chinese folk songs. Qualitative
research is well-suited for examining the complex cultural
practices and deeply rooted traditions associated with folk
music transmission. Through a combination of ethnograph-
ic fieldwork, interviews, and document analysis, this study
aims to uncover the underlying mechanisms of how Wuyue
songs are passed down through generations and preserved
in modern contexts (Erjian & Chuangprakhon, 2023; Kuang
& He, 2022). This study follows the theoretical framework
of ethnomusicology, which provides an interdisciplinary
approach by integrating methods from anthropology, mu-
sicology, and sociology to analyze the cultural, social, and
historical aspects of Wuyue ceremonial music.

Selection of Key Informants

Three key informants were selected for this study based on
specific selection criteria that ensured their relevance and
expertise in the preservation and transmission of Wuyue cer-
emonial songs. These criteria included:

e  Extensive experience and involvement with Wuyue cer-
emonial folk songs, particularly in performance, educa-
tion, or cultural research.

e A recognized role in the preservation and transmission
of Wuyue traditions, whether through oral or litera-
cy-based methods.

e Active participation in community or institutional ef-
forts* to sustain and revitalize Wuyue traditions.

e A willingness and ability to provide in-depth insights
into the practices and challenges of preserving Wuyue
in modern contexts.

Data Collection: Semi-Structured Interviews

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with each of
the five key informants. This interview format allowed for
flexibility in exploring topics related to the research ques-
tion while ensuring that the core themes of literacy transmis-
sion and Wuyue preservation were covered. The interview
questions were designed to elicit detailed responses about
the informants’ experiences with Wuyue ceremonial songs,
their methods of transmission, and the challenges they have
encountered in preserving these songs.
Some of the key topics discussed during the interviews
include:
e The role of oral tradition in transmitting Wuyue songs.
e How written and recorded materials contribute to the
preservation of Wuyue.
e The impact of formal education and modern technology
on Wuyue transmission.
e The balance between maintaining traditional practices
and adapting to contemporary contexts.

Each interview was approximately one hour in length and
was audio-recorded with the informants’ consent. These re-
cordings were later transcribed for analysis.

Field Observations

In addition to the interviews, field observations were con-
ducted at selected cultural events and educational settings
where Wuyue songs were performed or taught. These obser-
vations provided valuable insights into how literacy and oral
transmission practices coexist in real-world contexts. For
example, observations were made during cultural festivals
where Wuyue songs were performed by local singers, as well
as in school settings where folk music was being taught as
part of the curriculum.

Document Analysis

Document analysis involved reviewing relevant texts, in-
cluding written records of Wuyue songs, music scores, ar-
chival materials, and educational resources. This step was
crucial for understanding the extent to which Wuyue has
been documented and preserved in written form. It also
helped to identify gaps in the existing literature and highlight
the importance of literacy in ensuring the long-term preser-
vation of these songs.

Data Analysis

The collected data were analyzed using thematic analy-
sis, a method that allows for the identification of recurring
patterns and themes within qualitative data. The interview
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transcripts, field notes, and documents were coded and cat-
egorized according to the main themes of the study, such as
oral transmission, literacy-based preservation, and educa-
tional practices. By comparing the responses from different
informants and the observations made in the field, the study
was able to conclude how literacy practices contribute to the
preservation of Wuyue.

RESULTS

The integration of literacy transmission practices into this
process plays a crucial role in ensuring that these songs con-
tinue to thrive in contemporary times. This study focuses on
how literacy, both in its traditional written form and modern
digital formats, contributes to the preservation and continued
transmission of Wuyue. The results presented in this section
explore the current status of Wuyue ceremonial folk songs
and the specific literacy practices that have been employed
to safeguard and transmit this cultural treasure.

Current Status of Wuyue Ceremonial Folk Songs

The Wuyue ceremonial folk songs, deeply rooted in the
ancient sacrificial practices of Chinese culture, represent a
significant part of the country’s intangible heritage. These
songs, once central to various rituals aimed at communi-
cating with spiritual forces, are now at a crossroads, facing
challenges of modernity and evolving cultural priorities.
This section delves into the current status of Wuyue cere-
monial folk songs, particularly in Qinghai Province, where
efforts to preserve these traditions have faced both obsta-
cles and opportunities. The role of literacy transmission
practices in preserving these folk songs has become in-
creasingly important, especially as oral traditions wane and
new methods of documentation and teaching emerge. The
following analysis focuses on the prevalence of Wuyue in
modern Chinese society, the settings in which these songs
are performed, and the varying levels of engagement from
different generations, with an emphasis on how literacy
practices contribute to both the preservation and decline of
this tradition.

Prevalence and performance of wuyue ceremonial folk
songs

The prevalence of Wuyue ceremonial folk songs in modern
Chinese society has significantly decreased over the past few
decades. According to interviews with key informants, the
practice of these songs is largely confined to specific fes-
tivals, religious ceremonies, and rural communities, where
older generations maintain the tradition. A ceremonial space
where Wuyue songs are still performed, often during signifi-
cant cultural or religious events. However, such performanc-
es are becoming increasingly rare as younger generations
migrate to urban areas, leaving behind the rural settings
where these traditions were once integral to daily life. The
decreasing frequency of Wuyue performances can be at-
tributed to a variety of factors, including the influence of
modern lifestyles, shifts in cultural values, and the growing

dominance of popular music and digital entertainment, as
shown in Figure 1.

In some regions, such as Qinghai Province, where Wuyue
originated, the songs are still performed during traditional
festivals, particularly those related to agricultural rituals and
religious events. However, even in these settings, the num-
ber of practitioners and audience members has dwindled.
The ritual utensils used in a traditional Wuyue ceremony
highlight the formality and reverence that once accompanied
these performances. Today, such ceremonies are often seen
as remnants of a bygone era, appealing more to cultural pres-
ervationists and historians than to the general public. This
shift in perception has led to a gradual decline in the public
practice of Wuyue songs despite efforts to maintain their rel-
evance, as shown in Figure 2.

The role of literacy in preserving wuyue ceremonial folk
songs

One of the most significant changes in the transmission of
Wauyue ceremonial folk songs is the shift from oral to litera-
cy-based methods of preservation. Traditionally, these songs
were passed down orally from generation to generation, with
little to no written documentation. However, as literacy rates
have improved and modern education systems have expand-
ed, the role of written and digital records in preserving Wuyue
has become more prominent. This transition from oral tradi-
tion to literacy-based transmission has played a critical role
in ensuring that Wuyue songs are not completely lost to time.

Literacy has allowed for the documentation of Wuyue
songs in written form, providing a means for future

Figure 1. Wuyue ceremonial place
Source: Xin You, from fieldwork in January 2023
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generations to access these cultural artifacts. Scholars and
cultural preservationists have compiled textual records of
Wuyue lyrics, musical compositions, and the associated
ceremonial practices. A sacrificial scene during a Wuyue
ceremony is an event that has been carefully documented to
preserve its cultural significance. These written records not
only serve as a repository of knowledge but also facilitate
the teaching of Wuyue in academic settings, where students
can learn about the history and performance of these songs
without needing to rely solely on oral tradition.

The role of literacy in preserving Wuyue extends beyond
mere documentation. Educational institutions have begun
to incorporate Wuyue into their curricula, teaching students
about the cultural and historical importance of these songs.
This formalization of Wuyue into educational settings rep-
resents a significant departure from its traditional mode of
transmission, where songs were learned through participa-
tion in ceremonies and community gatherings. By incor-
porating Wuyue into literacy-based education, schools and
cultural organizations are helping to ensure that the songs
remain accessible to future generations, even as oral tradi-
tions continue to decline.

Generational engagement with wuyue ceremonial folk
songs

The level of engagement with Wuyue ceremonial folk songs
varies significantly between younger and older generations.
Older generations, particularly those living in rural areas,
continue to practice and value these songs as an integral
part of their cultural identity. For them, Wuyue represents
a connection to their ancestors, their community, and their
spiritual beliefs. Interviews with these practitioners reveal a
deep sense of responsibility to preserve the tradition despite
the challenges posed by modernization.

Younger generations, however, show less interest in
Wuyue as they are more exposed to modern forms of en-
tertainment and education. Many young people today are
drawn to popular music genres such as rock, pop, and hip-
hop, leaving little room for traditional forms like Wuyue.
Moreover, the urban migration of younger individuals
has further distanced them from the rural settings where
Wuyue is traditionally practiced. A traditional sacrificial
scene that is now primarily preserved through written and
visual documentation rather than through regular commu-
nity practice. This reliance on literacy for preservation,
while crucial, has also created a disconnect between the
tradition and its original oral transmission methods, as
shown in Figure 3.

Despite this generational divide, there have been efforts
to bridge the gap through literacy-based initiatives. Cultural
organizations have created digital archives of Wuyue songs,
allowing young people to access these cultural artifacts on-
line. Additionally, music schools have begun offering cours-
es on traditional Chinese music, including Wuyue, providing
students with both theoretical and practical knowledge of
these songs. While these efforts are still in their early stages,
they represent a positive step toward re-engaging younger
generations with Wuyue.

Figure 2. Wuyue ritual utensil
Source: Xin You, from fieldwork in January 2023

Source: Xin You, from fieldwork in January 2023

Transmission Practices of Wuyue: Literacy as a Tool for
Preservation

The transmission of Wuyue ceremonial folk songs has his-
torically relied on oral tradition, with knowledge passed
down through generations via participation in rituals and
ceremonies. However, as the societal and cultural landscape
of China has evolved, the preservation of Wuyue through
oral methods alone has proven to be insufficient in main-
taining the continuity and relevance of this ancient musical
form. In response to these challenges, literacy-based practic-
es have emerged as vital tools for the preservation and trans-
mission of Wuyue. These practices, which include written
documentation, educational programs, and digital archiving,
have played a pivotal role in ensuring that Wuyue remains
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accessible and relevant to future generations. This section
examines the role of literacy in supplementing traditional
oral methods, exploring how formal education and digital
platforms are reshaping the transmission of Wuyue ceremo-
nial folk songs.

Written documentation as a preservation strategy

One of the most significant shifts in the transmission of
Wuyue has been the transition from oral to written forms
of preservation. Historically, Wuyue songs were rarely doc-
umented, relying instead on community performances and
personal memory to ensure their continuity. As literacy rates
in China improved and more emphasis was placed on cul-
tural preservation, scholars and cultural institutions began to
document Wuyue songs in written form. This has allowed
for the standardization and preservation of these songs, en-
suring that their lyrics, melodies, and ritual contexts are re-
corded for posterity.

Written documentation serves multiple purposes in the
preservation of Wuyue. Firstly, it provides a permanent re-
cord that can be used for both academic study and cultural
education. In regions where oral traditions are weakening,
written records act as a safeguard against the loss of im-
portant cultural knowledge. Additionally, these documents
allow for the cross-generational transmission of Wuyue, as
younger generations can access written materials that ex-
plain the historical and cultural significance of the songs.
Figures 1 and 2, depicting ceremonial spaces and ritual uten-
sils, illustrate how these songs are embedded in a broader
cultural and spiritual context, which written documentation
helps to preserve.

Furthermore, the use of written documentation has en-
abled Wuyue to be taught in academic settings, where stu-
dents can study the lyrics and musical structure of the songs
in a more formalized way. Educational materials, including
textbooks and research papers, now include sections dedicat-
ed to Wuyue, providing a comprehensive understanding of
its historical significance and its role in Chinese ceremonial
practices. This integration of Wuyue into written curricula
has expanded its reach, introducing the tradition to individ-
uals who may not have been exposed to it through oral or
familial transmission.

Educational programs and formalized learning

Educational programs, particularly those in schools and uni-
versities, have become one of the primary vehicles for the
transmission of Wuyue ceremonial folk songs. By incorpo-
rating Wuyue into the music curricula of educational institu-
tions, teachers and cultural preservationists are ensuring that
the tradition is passed on to future generations through struc-
tured learning environments. These programs focus not only
on the performance of Wuyue songs but also on their cultur-
al, historical, and ritual significance, providing students with
a well-rounded understanding of the tradition.

The role of literacy in these educational programs is
twofold. Firstly, literacy enables students to engage with
Wuyue songs on a textual level, studying the lyrics, musical

notation, and historical records associated with each song.
This method of transmission allows for a more analytical ap-
proach to learning, as students can dissect the structure and
meaning of the songs in ways that oral tradition does not
always permit. Secondly, literacy facilitates the documen-
tation of new interpretations and performances of Wuyue,
allowing students to contribute to the ongoing evolution of
the tradition. As Wuyue continues to be taught in formal ed-
ucational settings, it benefits from a degree of intellectual
rigor that ensures its preservation in both its original form
and in modern interpretations.

The integration of Wuyue into formal education also ad-
dresses some of the challenges posed by modernization. In
urban areas, where oral traditions may no longer be as preva-
lent, schools serve as the primary venue for the transmission
of traditional cultural knowledge. By including Wuyue in the
curriculum, educational institutions provide a space for stu-
dents to connect with their cultural heritage in a way that is
accessible and relevant to their modern lives. Additionally,
Figure 3, which depict sacrificial scenes during Wuyue cer-
emonies, are often used as educational tools to help students
visualize the cultural context in which these songs were tra-
ditionally performed.

Digital platforms and the modern transmission of wuyue

In the digital age, the transmission of Wuyue ceremonial folk
songs has expanded beyond the classroom and written texts
to include digital platforms that make these songs accessible
to a global audience. Digital archiving, online repositories,
and multimedia platforms have all contributed to the pres-
ervation and dissemination of Wuyue, allowing individuals
from all over the world to engage with this cultural tradi-
tion. These platforms have not only democratized access to
Wuyue but have also provided new opportunities for innova-
tion in how the songs are transmitted and experienced.

Digital platforms play a crucial role in preserving Wuyue
by providing a space for the storage and sharing of audio
recordings, video performances, and written materials.
These platforms ensure that Wuyue is not only preserved
in its original form but also remains relevant in a rapidly
changing world. For example, online archives now host re-
cordings of traditional Wuyue performances, making them
accessible to scholars, students, and enthusiasts who may not
have the opportunity to witness these performances in per-
son. Additionally, social media and video-sharing platforms
have allowed Wuyue practitioners to reach younger audienc-
es, many of whom may have little exposure to traditional
Chinese folk music.

The role of literacy in these digital platforms is evident
in the way that Wuyue is cataloged, analyzed, and shared.
Written descriptions of the songs, their cultural significance,
and their historical context accompany audio and video re-
cordings, providing users with a deeper understanding of the
material they are engaging with. Moreover, digital platforms
facilitate collaboration between Wuyue practitioners and
scholars, allowing for the creation of new works that blend
traditional and modern elements. This fusion of old and new
is key to keeping Wuyue relevant to younger generations,
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who may be more inclined to engage with the tradition if it is
presented in a format that aligns with their digital consump-
tion habits.

Literacy as a bridge between tradition and modernity

Literacy, in its various forms, serves as a bridge between the
traditional oral methods of Wuyue transmission and the mod-
ern tools of preservation and dissemination. While oral tra-
ditions remain an important aspect of Wuyue, literacy-based
practices have expanded the reach of these songs, ensuring
that they are preserved not only for local communities but
also for a global audience. By documenting Wuyue songs in
written form, incorporating them into educational programs,
and making them accessible through digital platforms, liter-
acy has provided a means of preserving both the tangible and
intangible elements of this cultural heritage.

The preservation of Wuyue through literacy-based prac-
tices has also allowed for the tradition to evolve in ways
that oral transmission alone could not achieve. As Wuyue is
taught in schools, recorded in archives, and shared online, it
continues to adapt to the needs and interests of contemporary
society. This adaptability is key to the survival of Wuyue,
as it ensures that the tradition remains relevant to younger
generations while still retaining its cultural and historical
significance.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

One of the critical consistencies found in this study relates
to the importance of oral tradition in cultural transmission,
as Lowry (1996) and McLaren (1998) emphasized. The re-
search confirms that once the backbone of Wuyue’s preser-
vation, oral methods are diminishing in their effectiveness
due to modern societal changes as younger generations shift
towards globalized music trends (Deng, 2020; Mahuika,
2019). This aligns with the theoretical framework of oral
tradition, which suggests that while oral transmission fos-
ters communal participation and memory, it is vulnerable
to disruption when the social fabric weakens or shifts away
from traditional practices. As highlighted in the theoretical
perspectives, oral tradition thrives in close-knit communi-
ties but struggles to maintain relevance in more dispersed or
modernized societies, as seen in the current status of Wuyue.

While the role of oral tradition remains vital for old-
er generations, the transition to literacy-based methods is
consistent with theories presented by Bronner (2019) and
Iyengar & Smith (2016), which highlight literacy as a sta-
bilizing force in preserving endangered cultural forms. This
study supports the assertion that written and digital docu-
mentation are critical tools in the fight against cultural ero-
sion, particularly for traditions like Wuyue that rely heavily
on communal performance. The findings reinforce the theo-
retical perspective that literacy provides a more permanent,
accessible, and geographically unbounded way of preserving
intangible heritage. Written documentation allows for the
preservation of the songs and the cultural context in which
they are performed, thereby helping to counteract the limita-
tions of oral transmission.

However, the study also reveals inconsistencies with spe-
cific theoretical perspectives, especially concerning educa-
tional integration. While Campbell (2017) and Green (2017)
argue that integrating traditional music into formal education
systems can revitalize interest, the study’s findings challenge
this by showing that such integration has been limited and
has not yet effectively re-engaged younger generations with
Wauyue. Despite efforts to document and teach Wuyue in ed-
ucational settings, the study found that these initiatives have
yet to gain widespread traction, particularly in urban areas
where global music trends dominate (Wu & Xu, 2023). This
suggests that the educational integration of traditional mu-
sic requires more than just inclusion in curricula; it needs
strategic alignment with students’ cultural preferences and
more innovative teaching methods, such as interactive and
immersive learning technologies.

Moreover, the findings on digital platforms align with the
theoretical perspectives of Dorfman (2022) and Crawford
(2017), who emphasize the transformative potential of dig-
ital tools in cultural preservation. The research shows that
digital platforms have expanded access to Wuyue, making
it more accessible to younger generations and global audi-
ences. However, this also reflects the limitation of theoret-
ical perspectives that assume mere availability equates to
engagement. While digital archives and recordings make
Wuyue more accessible, the study reveals that passive ac-
cess is insufficient to generate active cultural engagement.
As shown in the interviews and field observations, the mere
availability of Wuyue through digital archives is not enough
to ensure active engagement. This finding adds nuance to the
theory by highlighting the need for digital platforms to adopt
interactive and socially engaging tools, such as social media
integration or gamified learning experiences, to capture the
interest of younger audiences.

Overall, the study suggests that while literacy-based
practices have played a crucial role in preserving Wuyue,
their success depends on broader societal changes, particu-
larly in the educational and digital realms. This aligns with
the theoretical principle that cultural preservation is not just
about documentation but about creating relevance for future
generations (Gao & Karin, 2023). The findings challenge
and extend the existing theories by showing that success-
ful cultural transmission in the modern era requires a multi-
pronged approach, combining traditional, literacy-based,
and digital methods with strategic educational and societal
integration. This implies that for Wuyue and similar tradi-
tions to thrive, there must be a coordinated effort to make
these practices accessible and engaging within contempo-
rary cultural frameworks.

This research highlights the critical role of literacy trans-
mission practices in the preservation of Wuyue ceremonial
Chinese folk songs. While oral tradition remains integral to
Wauyue’s history, the shift towards literacy-based methods,
including written documentation and digital archiving, is es-
sential for its continued transmission. The findings of this
study confirm that literacy provides a stable foundation for
cultural preservation, offering a way to maintain Wuyue’s
rich history in the face of modern societal changes.



200

IJELS 12(4):193-201

The study also underscores the need for educational re-
forms that integrate traditional folk music into formal cur-
ricula more effectively. While some schools have begun
incorporating Wuyue into their music programs, these efforts
remain limited, particularly in urban areas. Additionally, dig-
ital platforms have the potential to play a significant role,
particularly in urban areas where modern music trends dom-
inate. A potential strategy for re-engaging younger genera-
tions is to design culturally immersive music courses that
blend traditional Wuyue practices with contemporary music
genres, allowing students to experience Wuyue in a context
that feels relevant to their lives. This could be achieved by
collaborating with local cultural organizations and educators
to develop music curricula emphasizing Wuyue’s cultural
and historical significance while offering creative outlets
such as composition or performance that allow students to
modernize these traditions.

Further research could explore these digital innovations
and educational curriculum development to create a com-
prehensive strategy for preserving Wuyue. Incorporating
cross-disciplinary approaches that combine music, technol-
ogy, and education could strengthen Wuyue’s academic and
cultural transmission. Comparative studies between Wuyue
and other endangered folk traditions could also offer valu-
able insights into how literacy-based and digital preservation
methods have succeeded or failed in different contexts, help-
ing to refine strategies for Wuyue’s survival. Community-
based approaches that actively involve local practitioners in
designing and implementing these strategies would also en-
sure that preservation efforts remain grounded in the cultural
roots of the tradition.

REFERENCES

Bauer, W. 1. (2020). Music learning today: Digital peda-
gogy for creating, performing, and responding to mu-
sic. Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/
0s0/9780197503706.001.0001

Breuer, R. W. (2001). Early Chinese vernacular literature
and the oral-literary continuum: The example of Song
and Yuan dynasties pinghua. Washington University in
St. Louis.

Bronner, S.J.(2019). The Practice of Folklore: Essays Toward
a Theory of Tradition. Univ. Press of Mississippi. https://
doi.org/10.14325/mississippi/9781496822628.001.0001

Campbell, P. S. (2017). Music, education, and diversity:
Bridging cultures and communities. Teachers College
Press.

Chang, J., Seekhunlio, W., Chuangprakhon, S., Chen, Q.,
Santaveesuk, P., & Maphet, T. (2024). Reviewing the
current status of the preservation of Gannan Tea Pick-
ing opera. Multidisciplinary Reviews, 7(9), 2024184-
2024184. https://doi.org/10.31893/multirev.2024184

Chen, L. (2024). A History of Books in Ancient China.
Springer Nature. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-
8940-9

Crawford, R. (2017). Rethinking teaching and learning ped-
agogy for education in the twenty-first century: blended

learning in music education. Music Education Research,
19(2), 195-213. https://doi.org/10.1080/14613808.2016
1202223

Deng, H. (2020). Making the Intangible Tangible: Rediscov-
ering Music and Wellbeing through the Guqin Culture of
Modern China. The Florida State University.

Dorfman, J. (2022). Theory and practice of technology-based
music instruction. Oxford University Press. https://doi.
org/10.1093/0s0/9780197558980.001.0001

Duan, L., & Choatchamrat, S. (2023). Preserving Liter-
acy and Education of Dong Pipa Cultural Heritage in
Guizhou Province, China. International Journal of Edu-
cation and Literacy Studies, 11(3), 183-190. https://doi.
org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.11n.3p.183

Erjian, M., & Chuangprakhon, S. (2023). Transmission of
yugu folk song knowledge in Sunan County, Gansu
Province, China. International Education Studies, 16(3),
43-50. https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v16n3p43

Gao, C., & Karin, K. (2023). Literacy Transmission Guide-
line for Preserving” Xin Tian You” Folk Songs in North-
ern Shaanxi, China. International Journal of Educa-
tion and Literacy Studies, 11(4), 159-165. https://doi.
org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.11n.4p.159

Gong, Y., Jirajarupat, P., & Zhang, Y. (2024). Guidelines for
Literacy Transmission and Preservation of Bayu Folk
Songs. International Journal of Education and Litera-
cy Studies, 12(2), 94-100. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.
ijels.v.12n.2p.94

Green, L. (2017). How popular musicians learn: A way
ahead for music education. Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9781315253169

Howard, K. (Ed.). (2016). Music as intangible cultural
heritage: Policy, ideology, and practice in the preser-
vation of East Asian traditions. Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9781315596723

Iyengar, K. M., & Smith, H. L. (2016). Asian Indian Amer-
ican children’s creative writing: An approach for cul-
tural preservation. Educational Studies, 52(2), 95-118.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131946.2016.1142993

Kuang, J., & He, L. (2022). From oblivion to reappear-
ance: A multi-faceted evaluation of the sustain-
ability of folk music in Yunnan province of China.
Sage Open, 12(3), 21582440221117806. https://doi.
org/10.1177/21582440221117806

Lidskog, R. (2016). The role of music in ethnic identity
formation in diaspora: a research review. International
Social Science Journal, 66(219-220), 23-38. https://doi.
org/10.1111/issj.12091

Lowry, K. A. (1996). The transmission of popular song in
the late Ming. Harvard University.

Mabhuika, N. (2019). Rethinking oral history and tradition:
An Indigenous perspective. Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780190681685.001.0001

McLaren, A. E. (1998). Chinese popular culture and
Ming chantefables (Vol. 41). Brill. https://doi.
org/10.1163/9789004482708

Minor, C. (2023). Best practices in literacy instruction. Guil-
ford Publications.



Literacy Transmission Practices for the Preservation of Wuyue Ceremonial Chinese Folk Songs

201

Pitts, S. (2019). 4 century of change in music education:
Historical perspectives on contemporary practice in
British secondary school music. Routledge. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9780429451119

Sai, Y. (2024). Online music learning based on digital multi-
media for virtual reality. Interactive Learning Environ-
ments, 32(5), 1751-1762.

Song, X., Yang, Y., Yang, R., & Shafi, M. (2019). Keeping
watch on intangible cultural heritage: live transmission
and sustainable development of Chinese lacquer art.
Sustainability, 11(14), 3868. https://doi.org/10.3390/
sull143868

Tang, K. (2021). Singing a Chinese nation: Heritage preser-
vation, the yuanshengtai movement, and new trends in
Chinese folk music in the twenty-first century. Ethno-
musicology, 65(1), 1-31. https://doi.org/10.5406/ethno-
musicology.65.1.0001

Thwaites, H. (2021). Heritage preservation in the post-digital
era: How much information is enough? Virtual Creativi-
ty, 11(1), 9-31. https://doi.org/10.1386/ver 00040 1

Wang,Y., & Ye,A.(2022). Evolution of the Sacrificial Ritual to
the South Sea God in Song China. Religions, 13(10),939.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13100939

Wu, Y., & Chuangprakhon, S. (2024). Preservation and
Transmission Guidelines of Salar Vocal Folk Mu-
sic. International Journal of Education and Literacy
Studies, 12(1), 186-192. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.
ijels.v.12n.1p.186

Wu, Y., & Xu, Z. (2023). Six Rites of Allied Harmony:
Changes in Ancient Chinese Wedding Ceremonies un-
der the Influence of Confucianism. Religions, 14(12),
1528. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel 14121528

Zhang, Z., & Thotham, A. (2024). Literacy Strategies for
the Preservation and Contemporary Development of
Chinese Luoyang Quju Opera. International Journal of
Education and Literacy Studies, 12(3), 180-186. https://
doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.12n.3p.180

Zhu, Y. (2024). China’s Heritage through History: Re-
configured Pasts. Taylor & Francis. https://doi.
org/10.4324/9781003350323



