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This study investigated the attitudes and perceptions of 5" grade students in terms of reading.
The study group consists of 10 participants, 6 girls and 4 boys, attending the 5™ grade of a public
school. This research is a qualitative study with a descriptive phenomenology design. As a data
collection tool, the students’ drawings and face to face interviews with the students were used. At
the stage of collecting the data, the students were asked the question “Can you draw a picture that
reflects your thinking about reading?” Afterwards, face-to-face interviews were made to explain
their drawings. The students’ attitudes and perceptions about reading were examined through
paintings and face-to-face interviews. A total of 3 different themes were created. It is seen that
“Dream World” theme is the most drawn with 4 paintings among these themes. According to
the results obtained, it is seen that all the students in the study group have a positive perception
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towards reading.

Key words: Reading, Perception, Painting, Visual Reading

INTRODUCTION

Reading is not merely vocalizing words, but making sense of
a text through cognitive processes. In this context, the defi-
nition of reading has been made by many researchers. Akyol
(2005) defines reading as the process of establishing meaning
in a regular environment, based on effective communication
between the writer and the reader in using pre-information.
Turkish Language Society (2018) defines reading in the cur-
rent Turkish dictionary as follows; an agreement with words
or signs to inform people what they think and hear, language.
Reading is not just a mental activity that benefits individuals
but also contributes to the development of societies. Reading
is one of the most important requirements of an individually
developed personality, a socially efficient economy, a dem-
ocratic life and a healthy society (Devrimci, 1993). Reading
is one of the important variables that affect students’ individ-
ual, social, cognitive, affective, academic and environmen-
tal development. The age of information technology and its
rapid development each day have given reading an important
position.

Reading is a language skill that enriches human life, plays
a key role in human knowledge and culture, and is necessary
to be developed for life. According to Townsend (2002),
self-esteem increases as reading ability increases. Therefore,
improving students’ reading skills has been considered as
an important goal at all levels of education. Texts should be
read in depth in the reading process. Readers should make
contact with their own knowledge and experience with the
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text. The act of reading, from beginning to end, is an inter-
action between the past, present and future of experiences
(Goktirk, 1997). According to Demirel (1990), reading is
the activity of meaningful expression from written symbols
by the interaction of cognitive behavior and psycho-motor
skills. In another definition of reading, Aytas (2003) refers
to reading as a complex activity consisting of eyes and the
various movements of five organs and the ability to com-
prehend mental comprehension. According to Alpay (1991),
reading is to be aware of yourself and your environment,
to understand, and to establish a relationship with the world
outside. Reading is a complex process consisting of various
stages of development. First of all, it is a perception pro-
cess in which symbols are recognized. Converting them into
mental concepts turns out later (Bamberger, 1990).  Based
on the forgoing definitions, reading can be defined as a men-
tal sensing process that is spoken and by seeing the written
letters.

It is very important to create a fun environment for chil-
dren to enjoy reading and to continue their lifelong reading.
Especially, parents and teachers should develop individual
reading activities for children. In addition, each child’s at-
titudes and perceptions about reading should be known by
their parents and teachers. Particularly if children have read-
ing problems, recognition of these attitudes and perceptions
by parents and teachers plays an important role in the solu-
tion of the problem and creating positive attitudes and be-
haviors’ continuity towards reading in their long life.
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Using Pictures to Identify Attitudes and Perceptions

Many researchers (Ajzen, 2005; Baker, 1992; Eagly &
Chaiken, 2007; Moodley, 2003) mention that attitudes
and perceptions directly are not measurable and that such
a measurement is very subjective. There are many ways to
learn the attitudes and perceptions of students. To apply a
questionnaire and interview form, to interview, to make ob-
servation, to develop metaphor, to keep a log, to print a com-
position, and to draw pictures are some of these methods.
The most effective and fun way for children is to draw pic-
tures. Drawing a picture for children is a pleasant experience
which allows them to express themselves in the pictures they
draw because each child reflects something from their inner
world in their draws. In this context, drawing and analyzing
the pictures play an important role in understanding the inner
world of children.

According to Christensen and James (2008), drawing is
a fun and relaxing activity that helps children express emo-
tions, thoughts, and beliefs both inside and outside the class-
room. Since the picture is considered as an indication of the
way the child perceives the outside world, it helps adults to
communicate with the child and overcome the difficulties
that the child encountered (Artut, 2002). The children can
interpret their perceptions and observations about the en-
vironment with their original thoughts via their draws and
thus, they describe the forms of perception of the outside
world (Belet and Tiirkkan, 2007). Malchiodi (1998) states
that the pictures drawn by children allow children to express
their views in a more multidimensional way, as opposed
to their answers to the questionnaires. In their paintings,
children show their imagery about their emotional and in-
tellectual life. Children have an inner world with their con-
tradictions, desires, joy and uneasiness with the world of
social and objective realities that need to adapt. The child,
who can express his feelings and thoughts about the world
of truth through the language of common expression, may
not always express his feelings and thoughts about his inner
world with this language (Kirisoglu, 2002). For this reason,
painting for some children is both an entertainment and an
expression technique (Hague, 2001).

A way to increase the understanding of what children’s
pictorial expressions mean is to listen to children’s talking
about their pictures (Malchiodi, 2005). Because children
tend to draw what they know rather than what they see in
their paintings (Toomela, 2006).

When the literature is examined, it is seen that there are
many studies conducted by children’s drawings. Murris and
Thompson (2016) examined the perceptions of children to-
wards picture books through their pictures. Kendrick and
McKay (2004) also used pictures to measure children’s per-
ceptions of reading. In addition, Picker and Berry (2000)
perceived the mathematical perception of children, Rijey
and Van Rooy (2007) perception of health concept, Belet
and Tiirkkan (2007) perception of European Union, Pehlivan
(2008) mythological perceptions, Stokrochi and Samoraj
(2002) perception of church, Tiirkkan (2004) examined the
perception of family through the pictures of children, Batur,
Basar and Siizen (2018) tried to examine the critical visu-
al reading skills of students. In the present study, students’

paintings were analyzed to detect 5™ grade students’ per-
ceptions about reading. No study was conducted to deter-
mine students» perception of reading. Our study is a based
on 5™ grade students and it is vital importance that similar
studies should be done at other grade levels.

Objectives and Researches Questions

The aim of this study is to determine the attitudes and per-

ceptions of 5" students by analyzing their paintings. The

following questions will be sought in the research for this

general purpose:

1. How do the 5™ students express their perceptions of
reading in their paintings?

2. How do the 5" students express their perceptions of
reading in interviews?

METHOD

In this study, it was aimed to investigate the attitudes and
perceptions of 5 grade students in terms of reading. In this
section, the model of the research, the participants, the data
collection tools and the data analysis process are explained
in detail for this purpose.

Research Design

This research is a qualitative study and descriptive phe-
nomenology was used as a research design. Descriptive
phenomenology is intended to reveal and interpret individ-
ual perceptions or perspectives for a particular phenomenon
(Yildirnm & Simsgek, 2005). This method focuses on how in-
dividuals or groups perceive and interpret a situation, concept
and phenomenon in line with their own lives (Christensen,
Johnson & Turner, 2015). According to Marshall and
Rossman (2010), phenomenology is known as a qualitative
research design related to education. Phenomenology is a
method that seeks to answer the question is “What is truth?.
The phenomenology is based on individual experiences.
In this approach, the researcher is interested in the person-
al (subjective) experiences of the participant and examines
the perceptions of the individual and the meanings they have
attributed to the events. Phenomenology is descriptive re-
search. In this context, it is important not to make general-
izations but to define the facts (Bas & Akturan, 2008). Even
if we are aware of descriptive phenomenology, it provides an
in-depth examination of the situations in which we have dif-
ficulty in understanding and analyzing (Creswell, 2012; Sart,
2015). According to Creswell (2013), the main purpose of a
phenomenological study is to reach the participants’ experi-
ences and thoughts on a subject. In this research, the pictures
of the students about the reading and the explanations they
made in the interviews made about these pictures were exam-
ined in order to determine the students’ perception of reading.

Participants

The study group consisted of six female and four male stu-
dents and totaly ten 5" grade students, in a public school
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located in the central district of Usak. In study group
selection stage, it was stated that participation in the study
was voluntary. A total of ten students decided to participate
in the study voluntarily. All these participatory selection
stages were conducted by the responsible teachers and the
researcher. The real names of the students were not includ-
ed in the study. Instead, the use of pseudonyms is preferred.
Some names that commonly used in Turkey have been se-
lected for pseudonyms. Ali, Emre, Akin, Ayaz were select-
ed for male students and Ayse, Azra, Ece, Gokge, Bilge,
Fatma were selected for female students. Before proceed-
ing, all students in the study group and responsible teachers
were informed about the aim, stages of study and what are
expected.

Data Collection

Datas were collected in two different ways. First one is the
pictures that participants draw. The second one is face-to-
face interviews that they express what do they mean in their
draws.

Drawings of Participants

To determine the attitudes and perceptions of participants
towards reading, the researcher wrote this question “Can
you draw a picture that reflects your thinking about read-
ing?” on board. And participants were asked to answer
this question by drawing a picture. For this purpose, par-
ticipants were given a lesson time. The practice was done
in groups of five so that the participants were not affect-
ed from each other. The students were divided into two
groups of five. Arrangements were made for one student
to sit at each desk and the students were well spaced to
avoid seeing each other’s papers. Physical (suitable light
environment, suitable heat environment, fresh air environ-
ment) and psychological conveniences (anxiety-reducing
environment, soft music) were provided to the students
to make them feel comfortable during the proceeding. It
was stated that the participants can draw their pictures in
color or colorless according to their wishes. In addition, it
was emphasized that students are not subject to any rules
when drawing their paintings and they are completely
free in the paintings. A white A4 paper and crayons were
placed on the desk of each student. While the students
were drawing their pictures, the researcher was present in
the classroom.

Face to Face Interviews

After the participants completed their paintings, pictures of
the participants were collected. Then, the participants were
interviewed about their pictures in the school art classroom
during the appropriate hours. In this face-to-face interview,
an art teacher and researcher were present and did interviews
together. Each student was asked to explain his/her picture
in general and was asked follow up questions when needed.
The interviews lasted between 5 and 10 minutes on average
and were recorded.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

In this stage, one of the main problems frequently encoun-
tered in image analysis studies is that the pictures are ana-
lyzed with the adult perspective. In order to eliminate this
problem, an interview should be made with the child who
drew picture (Leonard, 2006). Therefore, face-to-face inter-
views were held with the students and the opinions about
their draws were taken. In the second part of the data analysis
stage, the art teacher and the researcher examined the paint-
ings of the participants and the statements they described
about their own draws. Also, three academicians who expert
in art education and Turkish Language education examined
students’ views on paintings and drawings. Afterwards, the
paintings were examined to see whether they were consistent
with participants’ statements within the frame of the feed-
back received from the experts. After all these stages, com-
mon themes were created. These themes were shared in the
findings section of the study.

FINDINGS AND COMMENTS

Findings of Students’ Perceptions of Reading in the
Drawings they Draw

Three themes were determined from the data obtained from
pictures they drew and the face-to-face interviews in which
the students expressed what do they mean in the paintings.
These themes are: “Dream World”, “Nature”, “Source of
Information”.

Dream World

When the dream world theme paintings (Figures 1-3) are
analyzed, it is seen that students potrait their imaginations.
They drew the reflections of the word of book and reading
on their imagination. The opinions of the students who draw
dream world themed paintings are given below.

In the painting (Figure 1) drawn by Emre, a cheerful boy
is reading book sitting in the chair. In this Picture, by dint
of reading book it is seen that birillant ideas come to mind,
can communicate effectively, brain becomes more power-
ful, keeps out of harm’s way. In the interview, Emre stated
that he had drawn himself in this picture. In his face-to-face

Figure 1. Emre’s perception of reading
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interview, Emre explained the picture as follows: “A4 bright
idea comes to the minds of those who read the book, they
speak fluently, their brains grow, their intelligence becomes
stronger, they are protected from dragons by help of books.
Their lives always shine. I wanted to tell you all this in this
picture.”

In the painting (Figure 2) drawn by Ayaz, it is seen that he
portraid the dream world of a child who reads lots of book.
In this painting, it shows that he drew his dream because
there are lots of creatures that are difficult to coexist normal-
ly. It shows that the appearance of a flying penguin, cat, dog,
giraffe, bat and four-winged bird reflects the participant’s
imagination to the painting he drew. Ayaz explains his paint-
ing with the following statements: “In this picture, I wanted
to tell you that reading books is a useful activity. I think that
the more books I read, the more my imagination will develop.
I wanted to show the dream of a child who reads a book in
my painting.”

In Figure 3, Ayse stated that she had depicted herself in
the drawing. She explained the drawing as follows: “In this
picture, I wanted to show that my imagination advances
while reading a book. Actually, I drew myself in this pic-
ture. I always dream when I read a book. I imagine myself
in the book. I talk to the character in the book. Sometimes,
I read a few pages and dream about contents of book for a

long time. I dream so much that I forget about book. I love
dreaming.”

Akin tells us his dream directly in the drawing (Figure 4)
he drew. He expresses his dream as follows: “I like to dream.
In this painting, I wanna tell you raining like a book rain and
everyone be happy. I always dream of the book falling from
the sky instead of rain and snow. Then, everybody can read.
People don 't have buy books.”

Four of the participants who draw dream world theme
paintings mentioned that they like to dream, they always
dream when they read, and that their imagination improve
as they read books.

Nature

When the nature themed paintings (Figures 5-7) are ana-
lyzed, it is seen that the students draw a picture of trees, a
waterfall and a rose reminiscent of nature. The participants
used elements of nature in their drawings.

In the painting (Figure 5) drawn by Alj, it is seen that
the student drew a beautiful waterfall landscape. Sunny day
and waterfall show that he loves quiet and peaceful places.
In the face-to-face interview, the participant explains the
painting he drew in the following sentences: “When I hear
the word of book, nature comes to my mind. I imagine the

Figure 2. The reflection of Ayaz about the reading

Figure 4. Akin’s dreaming about reading

Figure 3. The drawing of Ayse about reading

Figure 5. The nature landscape created by books in Ali’s mind
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sound of water, the cool water of waterfall and a sunny day.
I would like to read books, do picnic around waterfall and
swim in it. In a quiet place, I think that I will understand
better the book I read. In this painting, I wanted to tell all
of these.”

Ece has drawn a beautiful rose (Figure 6) in the center of
paper. It is seen that she drew rose roots, thorns, leaves and
the rose itself in hookline and sinker. When was asked about
what she wanted to express with a single rose picture, Ece
gave the following answer:

In this painting [Figure 6],  wanted to tell you that read-
ing books is a good habit, but it is known by some people
as something boring. I remember there is no rose with-
out a thorn proverb and I wanted to draw a rose. The
reason for drawing a rose is to compare the rose with
reading a book. Rose is beatiful flower and also reading
book is good habit. Its thorns are harmful because they
can hurt you. I wanted to tell about people’s boring to-
wards reading by drawing rose thorns. Reading books is
something useful, even if reading regulary is boring and
difficult according to some. I wanted to tell all of these
in my painting.

In the painting (Figure 7) of Fatma, she illustrated a tree
that half part is green and half part is burned. On the right

Figure 6. The connotation of book in Ece’s mind

side of the picture is a man sitting with a book in his hand,
on the left side of the picture is seen a man with a cigarette in
his hand. The individual with a book in his hand seems hap-
py, the person with a cigarette in his hand is seen unhappy.
Fatma explained the painting as follows: “Those who read
books are happy, but those who don t read books are unhap-
py. Those who do not read books have bad behavior such as
smoking. The life of the person reading the book is green but
who does not read is dark.”

It is understood from the drawings that these three stu-
dents love nature. The beauty of reading a book near the
waterfall on a sunny day and the reflection of a beautiful
rose painting on the reading of books stand out in the partic-
ipants’ paintings.

Source of Information

When the source of information theme paintings
(Figures 8-10) are examined, it is seen that the students
draw clean, colorful and tidy libraries. They drew the library
which more colorful and more attractive instead of an or-
dinary library. It is seen that the Z-library (rich stimulus)
in their school influence on these participants’ drawings.
The statements of participants who drew source information
theme paintings are given below.

In the painting (Figure 8) drawn by Azra, it is seen that
she drew a colored library and depicted the tables in library
by resembling hearth and flower. It is seen that she drew
clean and tidy library. In the face to face interview, when
was asked why the tables in the library were drawn in the
shape of hearth and flower, participant responsed: “I love
flowers, sir. Heart picture reminds me happy people. In this
picture, I drew the library in our school. Everything in the
library looks like a flower to me. I'm very happy when I'm
at the library. The library in our school is a place like flower
garden.”

In this family theme painting (Figure 9), Gokce had
drawn a happy family picture. In the painting, everyone is
happy. Father is standing near library and taking a book,
this shows that he is role model in family. The fact that
mother and children have rose and book in hands and
smiling face show that they like reading books. Gdkce

Figure 7. Fatma’s perspective on reading book

Figure 8. Azra’s drawing for reading book
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Figure 9. The picture of happiness drawn by Gokce

Figure 10. The drawing in which Bilge depicts information

explained her drawing with the following expressions: “In
this Picture [Figure 9], I wanted to tell everyone in family
should read books. The more books we read, the more we
happy.”

Bilge illustrated many objects together in her painting
(Figure 10). It is seen that an information well, a water heater
with information instead of water, a smiling girl are drawn in
painting. When asked what she wanted to tell in this paint-
ing, she replied: “When I read the book, I think our mind is
filled with knowledge. What we have learned is filling in the
information well and getting back information when we need
it. I drew myself here. I feel happy while reading a book.
Reading a book reminds me a person whose brain is full of
information.”

DISCUSSION

Student drawings are used by educators and researchers for
different purposes. Student drawings were used to determine
attitudes and perceptions of reading in this study. According
to Golomb (2004), the drawings of children have always at-
tracted the attention of psychologists, educators, art histori-
ans and artists. The drawings are seen as immature concepts
of their world, mental maps or mental copies of their mental
life. It is possible to reveal the feelings and thoughts about a

subject in a more concrete and holistic way with the help of
drawings (Yal¢in and Enginer, 2014).

When the literature is scanned, there are many studies that
have been done based on students’ drawings. These studies
are related to education (Akbaba, 2007; Aydin, 2008; Giiven,
2009; Sansal, 2014; Sénmez, 2014; Yal¢in & Enginer, 2014;
Yidirim & Ugur, 2011), psychology (Bezci, 1986; Cakir,
2017; Celik, 2018;Solmaz, 2016; Y1ldiz, 2016; Yilmaz, 1995),
child mental health (Ayvali, 1997; Kaynal, 1995; Miyandoab,
2008; Polat, 1996; Sen, 2005; Taranct, 1999; Yilmaz, 2009),
culture in the social sciences (Eristi, 2010; Tiirkcan & Yasar,
2011), examination of attitudes towards internet perceptions
(Ersoy & Tirkkan, 2009), analysis of environmental prob-
lems according to socio-economic differences (Sadik, Cakan,
& Artut, 2011), science and technology (Avci, 2008; Burhan,
2008; Coskun, 2009; Ergiin & Bal¢in, 2018; Eyceyurt, Akkus
& Tiiziin, 2013;; Herdem, Aygiin & Cinici, 2014; Korkmaz &
Kavak, 2010; Ozalp, 2006; Tokiz, 2013; Tiirkoguz, Balim and
Celiker, 2014; Ormanci & Balim, 2014; Yorek, 2007; Yiice,
Onel & Bekis, 2016), and math education (Unal, 2003).

When the related literature is analyzed, it is seen that the
studies aiming to determine the attitudes and perceptions of
the students based on their drawings abound (Kendrick &
McKay, 2002; Nkomo, 2018; Platt, 1977).

CONCLUSION

As a result of the pictures examined, it is seen that all the
students have a positive attitude towards books and reading.
No student has given a negative meaning to reading. In the
pictures they draw, the students depicted reading as a source
of information, a colorful and pleasant time spent in the li-
brary, a plant and a tranquil landscape of nature. The stu-
dents generally preferred light tones in their paintings. They
often used light-toned colors and this shows that they have
a positive view of reading. The portrayal of human figures
in the paintings with a smiling face shows that students feel
happy while drawing these paintings.

This study has methodological implications. Considering
the students who are studying at the first level of primary ed-
ucation, it is fun for them to draw pictures. They can express
their feelings and thoughts clearly in the pictures they draw. As
aresult of this study, which aims to determine students’ attitudes
and perceptions towards reading through the drawings they
draw, a lot of information can be obtained such as whether they
like to read or not, they see reading as useful or useless, they
are ready to read or not, and what do they think about reading?.

Researchers, interested in the study of students’ read-
ing attitudes, can carry out studies at different grade levels.
Perceptions of students with different economic levels can
be determined. Reading perceptions of students from dif-
ferent socio-cultural backgrounds can be determined. Apart
from reading, attitudes towards various different topics can
be determined.

REFERENCES

Ajzen, 1. (2005). Attitudes, personality, and behaviour,
(2™ ed.), Open University Press, Milton-Keynes, England.



Students’ Attitudes and Perceptions of Reading through Analysis of Their Paintings

101

Akbaba, N. (2007). An experimental study on the contribu-
tion of visual tools to the teaching of grammar in the
second level of primary education (Unpublished mas-
ter’s thesis). Gazi University, Institution of Education
Science, Ankara.

Akbulut, S, Ozdemir, E,E & Civgin, H. (2017). Metaphoric
Perceptions of Secondary School Students on Book and
Reading Concepts. Turkish Journal of Primary Educa-
tion, 2, 30-43.

Akkaya, N & Ozdemir, S. (2013). Examination of the Atti-
tudes of Secondary School Students towards Reading:
The Case of izmir-Buca. Bartin University Education
Faculty Journal, 1,75-96.

Akyol, H. (2005). First Reading and Writing Teaching in
Turkish Language (4™ ed.). Ankara: Pegem A Yaymcilik.

Alpay, M. (1991). Library: The bridge connecting yesterday
to tomorrow. Istanbul: Turkish Library Association.

Artut, K. (2002). Art education theories and methods. Anka-
ra: Ani Publishing. (Turkish)

Atasoy, B. Kadayifci, H., & Akkus, H. (2007). Exposing the
Creative Thoughts of Students from their Drawings and
Descriptions (Creative Thoughts Through Drawings and
Explanations). Turkish Educational Science Journal,
5(4), 679-700.

Aydin, B. (2008). Inspector image in terms of elementa-
ry students. Journal of Contemporary Education, 33,
(353), 21-27.

Aytas, G. (2003). The Role of Children’s Literature in Read-
ing Development. Journal of Turkology Research, 13,
155-160.

Ayvali, A. (1997). Examination of the parents’ drawings of
girls and boys growing in the institution along with their
7-11 age group in terms of emotional developmental lev-
el (Unpublished master’s thesis). Hacettepe University,
Health Sciences Institute, Ankara.

Avcl, A. (2008). The relationship between primary school
teachers’ perceptions towards science teacher and their
own self-efficacy beliefs (Unpublished master’s thesis).
Ege University, Social Science Institute, izmir.

Baker, C. (1992). Attitudes and language, Volume 83 of
Multilingual Matters, Multilingual Matters, Clevedon.

Bamberger, R. (1990). Improving Reading Habits. (Trans. by
Bengii Capar). Ankara: Ministry of Culture.

Bas, T. & Akturan, U. (2008). Qualitative Research Meth-
ods. Ankara: Seckin Publishing (Turkish)

Batur, Z. Giilveren, H., & Bek, H. (2010). A Research on
the Reading Habits of Prospective Teachers: The Case
of Usak Education Faculty, Usak University, Journal of
Institute of Social Sciences, 3, 32-49.

Bektas, M, Okur, A & Karadag, B. (2014). Metaphorical
Perceptions in Primary and Secondary School Students.
Turkish Journal of Librarianship, 28, 154-168.

Belet, Y & Tiirkkan, B. (2007). Expression and observation
expressions of primary school students in written ex-
pression and pictorial expressions (The Europan Union
Sample). National Primary School Education Sympo-
sium (pp. 270-278). Ankara: Nobel Publishing.

Bezci, S. M. (1986). Depth relationship between 4-10 year-
old children’s drawings: Partial Hiding (Unpublished

master’s thesis). Hacettepe University, Social Sciences
Institute, Ankara.

Binarbast, F. (2000). Studying of university students’reading
habits (Unpublished master’s thesis). Selguk University,
Social Sciences Institute, Konya.

Bircan, E. & Uzuner Yurt, S. (2016). Relationship be-
tween secondary school students’ reading attitudes and
self-efficacy self-efficacy. Journal of Academic Studies,
67(17),201-215.

Burhan, Y. (2008). Development and application of cartoon
supported worksheets for acid and base concepts (Un-
published master’s thesis) Karadeniz Tecnical Universi-
ty, Science Institute, Trabzon.

Cakir, B. (2017). The relationship between perceived paren-
tal attitudes and anxiety levels of family picture draw-
ings of children with diagnosis of Dehb (Unpublished
master’s thesis). Isik University, Social Sciences Insti-
tute, Istanbul.

Celik, Y. F. (2018). The relationship between the drawings
of 9-12 age group children and depression, anxiety and
self-esteem variables (Unpublished master’s thesis). Isik
University, Social Sciences Institute, Istanbul.

Coskun, E. (2002). Evaluation of High School Speed Read-
ing Techniques Curriculum and Practices. Education
Searches, 9, 41-51.

Coskun, S. A. (2009). The effect of cartoon usage on suc-
cess, motivation and attitudes in science teaching (Un-
published master’s thesis) Siileyman Demirel Universi-
ty, Sicence Institute, Burdur.

Christensen, P. & James, A. (2008). Introduction: Research-
ing children and childhood cultures of communication.
In P. Christensen & A. James (eds.), Research with chil-
dren: Perspectives and practices (pp. 1-9), London:
Routledge Flamer.

Christensen, L. B., Johnson, R. B. & Turner, L. A. (2015).
Research methods: pattern and analysis (Trans by
Ahmet Aypay). Ankara: An1 Publishing.

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research. Boston: Pear-
son.

Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative Inquiry & Research De-
sign: Choosing Among the Five Approaches. Thousand
Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications Inc.

Demirel, O. (1990). Foreign Language Teaching: principles,
methods, techniques. Ankara: Usem Publishing.

Devrimci, H. (1993). The study of reading habits in elementary
school 5™ grade children (Unpublished master’s thesis).
Hacettepe University, Health Sciences Institute, Ankara.

Eagly, A. H. & Chaiken, S. (2007). The advantages
of an inclusive definition of attitude, Social Cog-
nition,25(5),582—602. https://doi.org/10.1521/
50c0.2007.25.5.582

Eristi, S. D. (2010). Popular culture perception in primary
school students’ pictorial expressions (Example of Nor-
wegian Multicultural Fjell Elementary School). Elemen-
tary Education Online, 9(3), 884-897.

Erdogan, G.D. & Demir, E.Y. (2016). Investigation of Atti-
tudes Towards Reading in Primary School 4" Grade Stu-
dents in terms of Different Variables. Sakarya Universi-
ty, Education Faculty Journal, 32, 85-96.



102

IJELS 8(1):95-103

Ergiin, A. & Balgm, M. (2018). Determination of engineer
perceptions of secondary school students by drawing
technique. International Science and Education Con-
gress 2018 (UBEK2018) Summary Book, p. 342.

Eristi, S. D. & Belet, S. D. (2010). Perception of culture in
primary school students’ written expression and paint-
ings. Electronic Journal of Social Sciences, 9(33), 245-
264.

Ersoy, A. & Tiirkkan, B. (2009). Perception of internet in
primary school students’ paintings. Primary Online,
8(1), 57-73.

Eyceyurt Tiirk, G., Akkus, H., & Tiiziin, U. (2013). Pre-Ser-
vice Science Teachers’ Images about Dissolution. Jour-
nal of Erzincan University Faculty of Education, 16,
65-84.

Freire, P. & Macedo, D. (1998). Literacy - Reading the
World and the Words (Trans by Serap Ayhan,). Ankara:
Imge Bookstore.

Golomb, C. (2004). The child's creation of a pictorial world.
New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Goktiirk, A. (1997). The Reading. Istanbul: Yap1 Kredi Pub-
lishing.

Gonen, M., Oncii, E. & Isitan, S. (2004). An Investigation of
Reading Habits of 5, 6%, and 7" Grade Students. Jour-
nal of National Education, 164, 7-34.

Gil, V. (2008). Effectiveness of leisure activities on reading
comprehension and attitudes towards reading (Unpub-
lished master’s thesis). Dokuz Eyliil University, Institute
of Educational Sciences, [zmir.

Giiven, G. (2009). Evaluation of human and family draw-
ings of preschool children (Unpublished Doctoral dis-
sertation) Marmara University, Institute of Educational
Sciences, Istanbul.

Hague, E. (2001). Nationalty and childrens’ drawings — pic-
tures ‘about Scotland’ by primary school children in Ed-
inburg, Scotland and Syracuse, New York State. Scottish
Geographical Journal, 117(2), 77-99.

Herdem, K., Aygiin, H., & Cinici, A. (2014). Examination
of Eighth Grade Students’ Technology Perceptions
Through Cartoons. Journal of Amasya University Fac-
ulty of Education, 3(2), 232-258.

Ilgar, L. ilgar, S. & Topag, N. (2015). Examining the opin-
ions and attitudes of preschool teacher candidates on
reading habits in terms of various variables. Journal of’
Educational Sciences, 41, 99-116.

Kanmaz, A. (2012). The effect of reading comprehension
strategy on reading comprehension skills, cognitive
awareness, reading attitudes and persistence (Unpub-
lished master’s thesis). Adnan Menderes University, In-
stitute of Social Sciences, Aydin.

Kaynal, N. (1995). Examination of human figure drawings
of mentally handicapped, hearing impaired and chil-
dren with Cerebral Palsy in 6-12 age group (Unpub-
lished master’s thesis). Hacettepe University, Institute
of Health Sciences, Ankara.

Keles, B, A. (2013). Reading habits and attitudes towards
reading of twelfth-year students who are included in the
international baccalaureate diploma program in Ankara

Province (Unpublished master’s thesis). Bilkent Univer-
sity, Institute of Educational Sciences, Ankara.

Korkmaz, H. & Kavak, G. (2010). Images of Elementary
School Students towards Science. Primary Journal, 9,
1055-1079.

Kendrick, M. & McKay, R. (2002). Uncovering Literacy
Narratives through Children’s Drawings. Canadian
Journal of Education/Revue Canadienne De L’éduca-
tion, 27(1), 45-60.

Kendrick, M. & McKay, R. (2004). Drawings as an alterna-
tive way of understanding young children’s constructions
of literacy, Journal of Early Childhood Literacy, 4(1),
109-128. https://doi.org/10.1177/1468798404041458

Kirisoglu, O. (2002). Studying, learning, creating in art. An-
kara: Pegem A Publishing.

Leonard, M. (2006). Children’s drawings as a methodologi-
cal tool: Reflections on the eleven plus system in North-
ern Ireland. Irish Journal of Sociology, 15(2), 52-66.

Moodley, V. (2003). Language attitudes and code-switching
behaviours of facilitators and learners in LLC senior
phase OBE classrooms (PhD thesis), University of Na-
tal, Durban.

Maden, S. & Maden, A. (2016). Attitudes of secondary
school students towards screen reading. Internation-
al Journal of Turkish Literature Culture Education, 5,
1305-1319.

Malchiodi, C. A. (1998) Understanding children's drawings,
New York: The Guilford Press.

Malchiodi, C. A. (2005). Understanding the pictures of chil-
dren. (Trans by Yurtbay, T.). Istanbul: Epsilon Publishing.

Marshall, C. & Rossman, G. B. (2010). Designing Qualita-
tive Research (5" ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Pub-
lications.

Melanlioglu, D. (2015). Pictures of secondary school stu-
dents’ perceptions of Turkish lessons. Journal of Litera-
cy Education Research, 3,27-38.

Miyandoab, H. S. (2008). Comparison and analysis of fam-
ily picture drawings of 7-13 age group children with
mentally retarded siblings. (Unpublished doctoral the-
sis). Hacettepe University, Institute of Health Sciences,
Ankara.

Murris, K.S & Thompson, R.(2016) ‘Drawings as imagi-
native expressions of philosophical ideas in a Grade 2
South African literacy classroom’, Reading & Writing,
7(2), 1-11 https://doi.org/10.4102/rw.v7i2.127

Nkomo, S.A., (2018). Grade 3 learners’ imagined identities
as readers revealed through their drawings. Reading &
Writing 9, 1-9.

Ormanci, U. & Balim, A. (2014). Secondary School Stu-
dents’ Ideas about Matter Subject: Drawing Method.
Primary Online, 13, 827- 846 http://ilkogretimonline.
org.tr/index.php/io/article/view/2147

Ozalp, 1. (2006). Analysis of Environmental Problems Re-
[flected in Childrenss Paintings According to Socioeco-
nomic Differences (Unpublished master’s thesis). Celal
Bayar University, Science Institute, Manisa.

Pehlivan, H. (2008). Mythological drawings from Turkish el-
ementary school children. Elementary Education Online,
7(1), 150-156. [Online]: http://ilkdgretim-online.org.tr



Students’ Attitudes and Perceptions of Reading through Analysis of Their Paintings

103

Picker, S. H. & Berry, J. S. (2000). Investigating pupils’ im-
ages of mathematicians, Educational Studies in Mathe-
matics, 43, 69-94.

Ozdemir, E. (1990). The Reading Art. Istanbul: Remzi Book-
store.

Rijey, J. & Van Rooy, W. (2007). Perceptions about health in
primary school children. Teaching Science, 53(4), 32-35.

Platt, P. (1977). Grapho-Linguistics: Children’s Drawings
in Relation to Reading and Writing Skills. 7The Reading
Teacher, 31(3), 262-268

Polat, F. (1996). Examination of gender differences in preg-
nant mother'’s drawings of 6-11 age group children (Un-
published master’s thesis). Hacettepe University, Insti-
tute of Health Sciences, Ankara.

Sadik, F., Cakan, H., & Artut, K. (2011). Cocuk Resim-
lerine Yansiyyan Cevre Sorunlarimin Sosyo ekonomik
Farkhihiklara Gére Analizi. 1kdgretim Online, 1066-
1080.

Sart, G. (2015). Qualitative research methods, techniques,
analysis and approaches. (Ed: Fatma Nevra Seggie ve
Yasemin Bayyurt). Ankara: An1 Publishing.

Townsend, R. (2002). Reading Richness. (Trans by Tayfur
Keskin), Istanbul: Sistem Publishing.

Solmaz, F. (2016). Comparison of the perception and prob-
lems of children with special needs with the pictures they
draw (Unpublished master’s thesis). Nisantas1 Universi-
ty, Institute of Social Sciences, Istanbul.

Sonmez, A. (2014). Examination of toy preferences and col-
or perceptions of primary school students in institutions
affiliated to the Ministry of Family and Social Policies
(Unpublished master’s thesis). Gazi University, Institute
of Educational Sciences, Ankara.

Stokrocki, M & Samoraj, M. (2002). An ethnographic ex-
ploration of children’s drawings of their first commu-
nion in Poland. International Journal of Education &
the Arts, 3(6), 1-16 [Online]: http://www.ijea.org/v3n6/
index.html

Sansal, S. (2014). Examination of family relations of chil-
dren)s drawings of animals (Unpublished master’s the-
sis). Hacettepe University, Institute of Educational Sci-
ences, Ankara.

Sen, D. (2005). Examination of the effects of hospitaliza-
tion in children by drawing a projective method (Un-
published master’s thesis). Ege University, Institute of
Health Sciences, Izmir.

Unal, E. (2003). Student’ perceptions of knowing and loving
mathematics as reflected from their drawings (Unpub-
lished master’s thesis). Bogazici University, Istanbul.

Taranci, Y.G. (1999). Comparison of family drawings of girls
and boys attending private and public primary schools
in terms of socio-cultural variables of 10-11 age group
(Unpublished master’s thesis). Hacettepe University, In-
stitute of Health Sciences, Ankara.

The Turkish Language Society (http://tdk.gov.tr)

Tokiz, A. (2013). Evaluation of Conceptual Understand-
ing Levels of Force and Movement of 6% 7% and

8" Grade Students in Primary Education by Using Con-
cept Cartoons, Concept Maps, Drawings and Interviews
(Unpublished master’s theis). Celal Bayar University,
Institute of Educational Sciences, Manisa.

Toomela, A. (2006). Generic represantations in children’s
drawings. TRAMES, 10(4), 341-354.

Tiirkcan, B & Yasar, S. (2011). The role of visual culture
studies in elementary school students. Educational Sci-
ences in Theory and Practice, 11 (3), p.1549-1570.

Tiirkkan, B. (2004). Evaluating the pictures of preschool
children in terms of clues about family life. Internation-
al Preschool Education Congress, (pp. 79-97). Istanbul:
YA-PA Publishing.

Tiirkoguz, S., Balim, A. G. & Celiker, H. D. (2014). The de-
tails of drawing and animation of the students following
the black box experiment in science teaching. Mehmet
Akif Ersoy University Faculty of Education Journal, 31,
149 — 169.

Yal¢in, M. & Erginer, A. (2014). Primary school students’
perceptions of school headmasters. Education and Sci-
ence, 39(171), 270-285.

Yalman, M, Ozkan, E & Kutluca, T. (2013). A Descriptive
Research on Book Reading Habits of Faculty of Educa-
tion: The Case of Dicle University. Journal of Informa-
tion World, 14,291-305.

Yaman, H & Dagtas, A. (2013). Effect of reading on screen.
Journal of Theory and Practice in Education, 9,314-333.

Yildirim, A. & Simsek, H. (2005). Qualitative research meth-
ods in the social sciences. Ankara: Seckin Publishing.

Yildirim, N. & Ugur, M. (2011). Cartoon expressions of school
headmaster images from students’ perceptions. Journal of
Kastamonu Education Faculty, 19(2), 409-426.

Yildiz, A.O. (2016). The evaluation of archaic symbols found
in hallucinations/dreams of people who are diagnosed
with schizophrenia and not taking them in terms of fam-
ily structures. (Unpublished master’s thesis). Uskudar
University, Institute of Social Sciences, Istanbul.

Yilmaz, H. (1995). Developmental examination of the effect
of drawing order and drawing detail on head/body ratio
in human picture drawings. (Unpublished master’s thesis).
Hacettepe University, Institute of Social Sciences, Ankara.

Yilmaz, G. (2009). Examination of family picture drawings,
behavioral problems and functional characteristics of
families in children aged 6-12 years who are sexually
abused and not subjected. (Unpublished master’s the-
sis). Hacettepe University, Institute of Health Sciences,
Ankara.

Yorek, N. (2007). Determination of Conceptual Understand-
ing of Cells in 9" and 11™ Grade Students Through Stu-
dent Drawings. Dokuz Eyliil University Journal of Buca
Education Faculty, 22, 107-114.

Yiice, Z., Onel, A., & Bekis, E.S. (2016). Determination of
Conceptual Knowledge Levels of Secondary School
Students on Cells Through Student Drawings. Mersin
University Journal of the Faculty of Education,12(2),
616-625.



